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Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
To the E— of N 

My Lord, 

WEEZER? O U ꝑreat uncommon Learning 
for a Man of your high Station, 
| $1 and the ſingular Honours that have 
been done you on that Account, 
not from the Vulgar and Illiterate, 
but even from thoſe, who for * great Lear- 
ning, Abilities, and undoubted Apoſtolical 


Miſſion, have ſtil'd themſelves the Embaſſadors 
of Heaven: And the vaſt Reputation 1 met 


with by Dedicating one of my Books to your 


Honour; (for there was preſently ſo great a de- 
mand for them, that the Prinrer was obliged 
to print at leaſt ſeven Editions, to ſatisfy the 


importunate Demands of his Cuſtomers) has en- 


couraged me to make this ſecondAddrels to you. 
It was from what you wrote,andthe valtHonours 
done you from the Clergy, for thoſe excellent 
performances, that I was informed that it was 

a3 no 
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no way Criminal, for Men not profeſſing the 


moyſterious Science of Divinity, to bend their 
Thoughts that way; and then that it was no 
way criminal to publiſh what they had wrote, 
and believed might be beneficial to the Pub- 
lick. The eternal Monuments erected to you 
by that Wiſe and Learned Body, will render 
your Fame for ever glorious and immortal: 

And when they meet in Convocation, which 


is impatiently deſired by all the Judicious, and 


for no other End, but to give them an oppor- 
tunity to crown and finiſh thoſe Trophies they 
have already raiſed to your Merits and Honour, 


which by that laſt perfecting ſtroke will become 


more laſting and magnificent than the Egyptian 
Pyramids, or the Obelisks of the Antients. 

Theſe things have placed your Lordſhipꝰs 
Fame on high, and have juſtly given you a Pre- 


cedency above all the Nobility, and have ſe- 


curely fix d you above Envy and Emulation: 


But yet, at the ſame time, it has prevailed on me 


to endeavour to copy, tho' poorly, after ſo 
excellent an Original, and in a lower degree 
to follow your great Example, vg. to write 
ſomething on the ſame Subject. And Expe- 
rience has convinc'd me, that the Name of 
ſo great a Patron ſhelters and hides the Errors 
of thoſc that have the Confidence to make uſe 
of it, and that it renders their Labours more 


grateful and acceptable to the World, which is 


a thing coveted and deſired by all Authors ; 


and 1 Ay 8 believed that the general kind 


Acccp- 


"> 12 
Acceptation my former Book met with, Was 
all owing to the Glory and great Reputation 


of the Perſon to whom it was Dedicated. 


It was from theſe Motives, that I preſume 
to offer this ſmall Tract to the View of the 


World, under the ſhelter of your great Name 
and Character; and if it ſhall be approved of by 
your Lordſhip, and your learned and judicious 


Admirers, the Printer will have no cauſe to re- 
pent his Pains. and Expence, and I ſhall con- 
temn the Cenſures of the Illiterate, and bid de- 
fiance to all era as the dull ang e 
part of ann r N : 
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H laſt little Book of this nature 


mon, becauſe I never intended to 
bave Printed another; but having 
ſome Thoughts come into my head, which 1 
muſt own to you pleas d me, becauſe I believ'd 
they might be beneficial to you, as tending to in- 
ſtrut? you in the true Principles of Religion, 


and to teach you an unerring way to find the 


way to Heaven by ; and which can be found 
out by no other Art or Means, nor accompliſh- 
ed by any other Method, but by examining and 
trying our Principles, and by examining them 
to find out how they quadrate and agree with 
the Divine Attributes of the All-merciful, 


Tender, and CompaſſionateGood God : I _ 


proper to communicate them to the Publick. 
It was not the kind Reception that my Fare- 
wel Sermon met with inthe World, made me 
ſo vain or fond of appearing ſo ſoon in Print; 
but becauſe I heals it my Duty to do all the 


Publick Good that was in my power, and I 
thought nothing ſo advantageous to Mankind, 
as to inſtruct them and put them into the way 

J leading 


J Printed, I ſtiled my Farewel Ser- 


(vi) 
leading to their Eternal Welfare and Happi- 
neſs. And if I ſhall ever be ſo fortunate, as ta 
make any progreſs in 7 my Intentions, I 
ſball then eſteem my ſelf happier than if I was 
attended with the Thanks and Applauſe from 
both the famous Univerſities, 8 

Before ] ſent theſe Papers to the Preſs, I 
put them into the Hands of ſeveral Ingenzous 
Gentlemen; ſome of them werePapiſts I efteem- 
ed my Friends, and I deſired them to give me 
both their, and their Prieſts Remarks upan 
my Papers: I did the ſame to others of my 
Proteſtant Friends, tho they differ d from me 
in many things I held for Truth. This I did, 
chuſing rather to have their Objectiuns before 
than after they were Printed ; and if they 
found any material Faults, I reſoluved not to 


haue expoſed my ſelf to the Malice and Cen- 


ſure of Fiery, Angry Part of Mankind : And 


truly I found many of my Proteſtant Friends 


ſeem d pleas d and conuinc d by my Arguments, 
and all I could get from the Papiſts, was, that 
they differed in Opinion from me, and that I 


advanced nee Notions, and that Imuſt there- 


fore take my ſelf to be Wiſer than the reſt of 
Mankind, to venture ſo boldly to contraditt 


what had been ſo long held and believed to be 


otherwiſe. Truly I was very little diſcouraged 
by the Objettions made by my Popiſh Friends, 
for I verily belieue, from the time that there 
were Men in the World, that they were al. 
ways of an Opinion, that whatſoever oppoſed 
and contradicted the Attributes of the _ 
1 - they 
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they worſhipped, could not be ſerving him in a 


manner worthy of him. The want of trying 


and examining Religion by that unerring Rule, 


zs the chief occaſion of the differing and wrong 
Notions of Religion, and the worſe Practices 


amongſt Men. 8 
Bu after all this care, if what T have 


Wrote ſhould meet with an univerſal diſlike, 
and ſhall ſeem even contemptible, yet for all 
that, I ſhatl receive no ſmall inward pleaſure 
and ſatisfattion, hoping that my honeſt good 
Meaning will be acceptable to God, to whom 
all Hearts are open. Cod knows my Aims and © 
Intentions are after his Honour and Glory and 
your eternal Welfare, which is ſincerely wiſh'd 


&y Tours, &. 


* 


concluſion. 


Fuſt as I had finiſhed what T intended, F | 
received the following Remarks from a Popiſh 
Friend; which, with ſome Remarks of my own 
pon what he wrote, I have added at the 
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In the Fifth Chapter of St. Mar THE, Verſe 
the laſt, you may read the following Words : 


F Be ou therefore perfect, as your Father 
4 which is in Heaven 7s ene 


CHE $ E Words have a further 

signification, and another Mean- 
ing, than the exact Letter ſeems 
8 iy to import : for it is impoſſible 
W for the Creature in any degree 
ey attain to the Perfection of his Creator, no 
more than a Picture, which ſheweth the Like- 
neſs and Similitude of the Man it was drawn 
for, can be ſaid to be as good and as perfect 
2 Man, as the Man was, for whom the Pic- 
ture was drawn; for it cannot be ſaid to 
move, breathe, think, or perform any Office 
of a Man : and at a greater diſtance are hu- 
man Imperfections from the Perfections of 
the Deity. So that if this Command was to 
be taken literally, it muſt ſeem impracticable 
and impoſſible ro be perfor x as the DiC 
— | cipleg 


8 
ciples did, when our Saviour told them, tt 
WAS eaſier for a Camel to go through the eye 
of a Needle, than for a rich Man to be ſa- 
wed. Let us therefore endeavour to find out 
and explain tne Meaning, from what goes be- 
force and after the words in my Text. In 
the 28, 29, and zoth Verſes, you will read that 
our Saviour tays, Come unto me all ye that la- 
bour, and I will give you Reſt. Take my 
Toke upon you, and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly, and you ſhall find reſt for your 
Souls; for my Toke is eaſy, and my Burden 
is light. This in a great meaſure explains 
the Mcaning of the words 1 have choſen for 


my Text ; and teaches us what is meant by 


them; and how we ſhould be perfect as our 
Father which is in Heaven is perfect. God 
is not caſily provoked, but is long-ſuffering, 
and. patient towards the Children of Men; 
Which intimates to us the meaning, and ex- 


plains thoſe words, for I am meek and louly: 


And in a manner it tells us, that the proud, 


malicious, and revengeful, cannot poſſibly 
take any Reſt, or live in any manner of 
Peace within themſelves, nor enjoy any 
the leaſt kind or ſhare of Happineſs, or Tran- 
quillity, becauſe they are no way like unto 
God. All Felicity conſiſts in Perfection, and 
there is no other Perfection, nothing like Per- 
fection but in the Imitation of God; and, as 
far as weak Human Nature will permit, by 
copying after the Divine Attributes of God: 
I road this to be fo viſible and demonſtra- 
A ted 


ted a Truth, that it needs no further Proof. 
For all Men, that will think at all about theſe 
things, muſt and will allow, and conclude, 
that if they intend to be happy, they muſt of 
neceſſity imitate God, and be as like God as 
poſſibly they can. It is this Conviction that 
hath forced vain perverſe Man to {ay in his 
Heart, that God is ſuch an one as himſelf. 
It is this that hath prevailed over the ſordid 
Miſer, when he heaps up vaſt Treaſure, to 
fancy that he is in ſome meaſure like God, 
becauſe he fooliſhly eſteems Perfection to be 
placed in Affluence and Abundance: It is 
this that creates in the vindictive, and revenge- 
ful, and ambitious, a Pleaſure, becauſe they 
believe themſelves like God ; nay, I may ſay, 
petty Deities themſelves, when they are mat- 
ters of their Wiſhes, and can ſubdue all Enc- 
mies and Opponents. 

But to rectify theſe Miſtakes, FR all others 
of the ſame nature, let us take our bleſſed 
Saviour's Directions in the Verſes preceding 
my Text, which will teach us how to attain 
the Perfection therein mention'd. In the 44, 
and 45th Verſes you may read; But I ſay 
unto you, love your Enemies; bleſs them that 
curſe you, and pray for them that deſpite- 
fully uſe you, and perſtcute you, that you may 
be the Children of your Father, which is in 
Heaven: for he maketh his Sun toriſe on 
the Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain 
on the Fuſt and the Unjuſt. And this is all 
the Perfection that is required of the Sons 
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of Men; which is not to return Evil for Evil, 
but the . contrary, the loving our Encmies, 
and even the Ungrateful: it is that, and only: 
that, which can "make Men reſemble God; 
and by their Divine Features and Likeneſi, 
to be known to be fe Children of our Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven. The deviating 
from, and the not rightly obſerving and un- 
derſtanding this Rule of our Saviour s, the 
neglecting of this very Command has occa- 
ſion d moſt of all the Animoſities, Blood- 
ſhed, Inquiſitions and Perſecutions, amongſt 
thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians ; and has 
in a manner render'd them the Children of 
the revengeful cruel Demon, more than the 
Children of the moſt gracious and c00d God. 
Would private Men, who g chemſelves | 
_ Chriſtians, conform their 7 ives,, Words and. 
Actions, to thoſe Rules of our Saviour's, we 
ſhouid have an caven upon Earth before we 
went to Heaven; Men would no longer ſteal, 
defraud, wrong, or hurt each other ; but would 
rather take pleaſure in aſſiſting each other, 
even their Enemies. 

I know it is reputed one of the moſt difficult 
things, the moſt contrary to Nature, to forgive 
Injurics, and ſtill more invincible to bring our- 
ſelves to the Habit of doing Good for Evil: 
but ſurely, did Men believe in God as they 
ought, this would be a very eaſy Leſſon, and 
might be learned without any great Pains or 
Regret. For F a Man ſhould do me a 
Wo Wrong, if 1 retaliate, I do myſelf a 

greater 


NY 


e 
greater Injury than he did, or could have done 
me; for I highly offend God, which is the 
_ greateſt Injury that can be done me: and muſt 


not be a very Fool, to injure myſelf, for no 
other reaſon, than becauſe my Enemy has in- 
jured me? And if 1 forgive the Injury he 
has done me, and do him Good for Evil, I 


make him aſhamed, and probably, ſorry that 


he has injured, and affronted his Friend and 
Well-wiſher; and at the ſame time, I do my 
ſelf the greateſt Good imaginable, for I pleaſe 
God. And muſt not that Man be a very 
Ideot, who for no other reaſon will not do. 
himſelf good, but will hurt himſelf becauſe 
his Enemy has injured him. LANES? 

If this is the true Caſe, as I have ſtated it, 
and an irreſiſtible Truth it is, and ſo thought to 
be amongſt thoſe that fear God, then ſure a- 
mongſt Men of ordinary Capacities, it muſt be 
ſo far from being a difficult Task, that conſi- 
dering Perſons muſt take a great pleaſure in do- 
ing good to them that hate them, and de- 


4 ſpightfully uſe them for, what Man of Senſe 


would injure himſelf, becauſe another hates him, 
or has affronted him? And what wiſe Man 
would refuſe to do himſelf good, for no other 
reaſon than becauſe his Enemy hates him, and 
has injured him? Would Men impartially 
examine their Principles and Opinions in Re- 
ligion by the Attributes of God; and upon a 
due Trial and Examination,would try how they 
did quadrate and agree; and if they ſhall find 
them not agreeable, they may conclude, and 
ab : 7 moſt 
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moſt certainly know, that they are the mere 


Inventions of Men; and that they have no | | 


Truth or Perfection in them; nor can they 
be revealed, or proceed from our Father which 
is in Heaven; but ought to be rejected as the 
Deluſions of Satan, and the Inventions of 
wicked Men: then would Unity in Religion 
be reſtored, and all Perſecutions, and other 
Falſities, and Sciconliderations, would vaniſh 
and diſappcar. 
Moſt certain it is, that Men of more Parts 
and Ingenuity, than Honeſty ; of more Learn- 
ing and Art, than Integrity; have by their 
Wreſting and Interpretations of Scripture, of- 
ten * terrified the Wicked with the Fears of 
Hell and Damnation; and then to quell and 
lay thoſe: Devils they had raiſed, they caſily- 
perſuaded: them of the Truth of what was ſo 
much their Intercſt to believe ſhould be ſo 
far their inward Peace and Satisfaction: The 
Prieſts told them roundly, that they were Men 
in great Authority; and that by deriving a 
Succeſſion and Miſſion from the Apoſtles, 
they had Power to remit their Sins; and that, 
by their Abſolution, they could remove from 
them the Diſpleaſure of Heaven, which they 
had ſo juſtly merited and dreaded. 
And ſuch is the Nature of ignorant Men, 
when they fear drowning, they lay hold on 
every weak 3 and take it for a great 
Security; d they are very apt eaſily to be- 
lieve any tl hing they want, and therefore de- 


ſire ſnould be true; and then their Poſterity, | 


de- 
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(9) 
deluded by their Predeceſſors Ignorance and 
Neceſſities, and prejudiced to Truth by an 
Education under the Prieſts, never durſt queſ- 
tion the Verity of theſe things, but believed 
them on truſt : and theſe things, in proceſs 
of time, gained Credit, and acquired an Au- 
thority, and grew almoſt unqueſtionable from 
their Antiquity. And amongſt the Prieſts, 


tho' many of them were wiſe enough to know 


the Cheat, yet many were ignorant, as well 
as proud; and they could eaſily, with ſmall 
Arguments, perſuade themſelves, that they 
really were the Embaſladors of Heaven ; and 
wete highly delighted with the imagination | 
of the great Powers they received by it, and 


> the Honours that were paid them for their 


exalted Station. 

Thus, from the lenotance of ſome, and 
from the Pride and Cunning of other Prieſts, 
and from the Neceſſities and Follies of the 
People, were thoſe idle, nonſenſical Stories 
of their Divine Miſſion and Succeſſion, at fitſt 
uſher'd into the World. And if their Miſſion 
was duly enquired into, and fairly ſcrutini- 
zed, they would find it as difficult to be 
made out, as it would be if it were made out 
that there was any the leaſt Good or Advan- 
tage to them from it. 

From theſe diabolical Deluſions, invented 
by the Devil himſelf, who is the great Maſter 


of the Weakneſs and Paſſions of Mankind, 


were theſe Stories framed, on purpoſe to 
es and diſturb the Truth and Peace 
of 


(8) 

of the Chriſtian World, and our Holy Reli- 
gion. From theſe Originals, the Praying for 
the Dead out of Purgatory ; the not Praying 
at all, I mean, the . in an unknown 


Tongue; Abſolutions, Indulgencies, Apoſto-' 


lical Miſſions neceſſary to make the Sacra- 
ments beneficial to the People, Auricular Con- 
&ſlion, Tranſubſtantiation, &c. came. 
Now then, let us examine the Tendency of 
theſe things, and fairly enquire if they can ſub- 
ſiſt with the Mercy and Love of God to Man- 
kind; or if the End- and Deſign of them are no 
more than to make the People poor, and Slaves, 
and the Prieſt great, fat, and rich: and if that 
does appear to be the Truth of the matter, let 
us conſider if the Love and Mercies of God, his 
great and glorious Attributes, will appear to 
be ſo conſpicuous to Mankind: It was the 
Love of God to Mankind, that was the Motive, 
Cauſe, and Occaſion of the wonderful Redemp- 
tion of the World by the Merits and Sufferings 
of the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Redeemer of Man- 
kind. The chief Doctrine this Saviour inſtill'd 
into Mankind, was Love; to love God above 
all things, and to love one the other. Now, 
is it poſſible for any ſober conſidering Per- 
ſon, to conceive, that the inexpreſſible Love 
of God to Mankind, can be demonſtrated, 
and only centre in making a few, in compa- 
riſon of the whole, and thoſe generally the 
worſt of Mankind, great and rich, Gluttons, 
Spiritual Princes; Embaſladors of Heaven, en- 
duced with Power to exclude the Good from 
Heayen, 


x 
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Heaven; and to place the Wicked in Hea- 
venly Manſions, to bind and looſe in Heaven 
and Earth ? Can theſe things quadrate with the 
Attributes of God? Can their Practices, their 
Inquiſitions, their Dragooning, their Maſſacres, 
their Gunpowder-Treaſon, Plots, their fiery 
Tryals; an their unheard-of Cruelties, their 
innumerable Severities, poſlibly agree with the 
merciful, loving, and compaſlionate Precepts 
delivered by our Saviour and his Apoſtles to 
Mankind? Can it be reconciled to any At- 
tribute of God's, to make the Cruel, the Proud, 
the Ignorant, Embaſladors of Heaven, and to 
make the better, and the wiſer part, their Slaves 
and Vaſſals, ſubject to their unreaſonable Cen- 
ſures and Condemnation, both in this and the 
next World? And the manner of creating theſe 
great powerful Princes, adds to their impudent, 

and ridiculous Pretenſions. 
Among the Proteſtants we often ſee an igno- 
rant, immoral Dunce, becauſe he was a Relation 
of the Biſhop's, or his Wife's, or for marrying a 
poor Relation, or an old Servant Maid, or 
ſometimes without that Drudgery, by making 
a Preſent to the Wife or Steward, it will open 
a way, and prevail with an old, doating Fel- 
low,to lay his Hands on him, and by that means 
imprint on him an undelible Character, and 
give him Credentials to be from thencefor- 
wards an Embaſſador of Heaven: And the Po- 
piſh way of making theſe great Princes, is very 
often more Favour than Merit. Jeremiah the 
th Chapter, Verſe 3 1. The Prophets 772 
C 5 | 7 
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5 22 and the Prieſts bear rule by 8 


means, and my People love to have it ſo; and 
what will be the end thereof? 

Theſe and ſuch horrid unworthy practices, 
muſt proceed from unworthy Conceptions of 
God, and ſo oppoſite to his Wiſdom, Mercy, 
and Goodneſs, that they muſt, without any 
farther inquiry, appear to be only the Deluſions 
of Satan prevailing over the Frailties and In- 
firmities of Men, for they can in no degree 
quadrate with the Attributes of our Father 
which is in Heaven. I have juſtly avoided all 
Controverſy concerning the Interpretation of 
thoſe Texts of Scripture, cited by the Popiſh or 
Proteſtant Prieſt, to proveTranſubſtantiation, or 
the Powers both aſſume to themſelves, from the 
wreſting, and making notoriouſly falſe and 
wrong. Comments and Interpretations of theſe 
Texts; becauſe I have ſufficiently demonſtrated, 


that thoſe Interpretations cannot quadrate with 
the Attributes of God, and therefore cannot be 


true: and therefore I think I need give no fur- 
ther, or make more inquiry into them. But 
this I will affirm, and will maintain, that from 


thoſe words in Scripture, the Moon ſhall not 
give her light, that the Clergy have Power, 


and do often make uſe of it, to make a new 
Moon out of green Cheeſe : I ſay, I will from 
thoſe Words prove this as ſubſtantially as they 
can, that they have power to make God out of 
a bit of Bread, or that by their Apoſtolical 
Miſſion they have Power by their Anathemas 


to damn the Good, or by virtue of their Miſ- 
ſion, 
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0 ion, that they can make Saints of Aſſaſſins, 
Gunpowder-Treaſon Plotters, and place the 
moſt perjur d, cruel, treacherous, and blood- 
thirſty in the Manſions prepared for the good 
and merciful; and ſurely by that Rule ſome 
Proteſtant Tenets and Practices are very abſurd, 
and cannot be juſtified, as that their Miſſion 
derived from an idolatrous unchriſtian Succeſ- 
ſion, is abſolutely neceſſary to qualify them to 
adminiſter beneficially the neceſſary Sacraments, 
or that the Office of a Biſhop is to receive his 
Rents, without taking care of his Dioceſs, it 
may be, never ſeeing it; or that a Lord's Chap- 
lain, a Doctor of Law, or Divinity, may hold 
at the fame time many Church Preferments, 
with Cure of Souls, without taking due care of 
either of them. 

The moſt pure and excellent Religion; in- 
ſtituted by our Saviour, by the ſubtilty of Sa- 
tan, working upon the Paſſions, Appetites and 
Frailties of the Prieſts, and its Profeſſors, is al- 
moſt totally changed, vitiated, and corrupted, 
and can by no means be reduced to its primi- 
tive Innocency and Perfection, but by a ſtrict 
and impartial examining it, and comparing it 
with the Attributes of God, and by rejecting e- 
very thing that does not quadrate there with, 
and by adhering only to that which ſhall agree 
with the ſame; Be you perfect, as your Father 
which is in Heaven is perfect. The Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion is demonſtrated, not on- 
ly from the excellency of its Doctrines, but 
from the viſible and ſupernatural Miracles done 


„„ by 


(9 


by our Saviour: And had I never heard of 


fuch a Book as the Old Teſtament, or of the 
Types and Prophecies, forctelling the coming 
of the Meſſiah, yet from thoſe Doctrines, from 
thoſe Miracles I muſt have concluded that 
Chriſt was of a Divine Original, and muſt from 
thence have believed every thing that he had 
ſaid of himſelf. What leſs than the Power of 
God could reftore the putrifying Lazarus to 
Life, after ſo many days Interment in the 
Grave? What butthe Power of God, after his 
Crucifixion, could on the third day raiſe him- 
ſelf to Life again ? 

Theſe and many other Miracles of the bleſ⸗ 
fed Jeſus were certain and undiſputable ; for 
certainly if they had not been true, could 
the Jews or Gentiles have diſcovered any 
Cheat or Impoſture in them, that diſcovery 
alone would have ſtifled Chriſtianity in its In- 
fancy, there would have been no occaſion of 
Perſecutions, or other Methods to have pre- 
vented the growth of it : But the Certainty of 
thoſe Miracles, and the Growth of Chriſtiani- 
ty, in deſpight of all Oppoſition, and the de- 
elenſion of all other Religions, demonſtrates, 
without the aſſiſtance of Types and Prophecies, 
mentioned in the Old Teſtament, the Truth of 

the Chriſtian Religion, and the Falſeneſs and 
Cheat of all others. 
Ilmay ſay on this Gand that tho' an A- 
theiſt or a Deiſt are very ſtrange Creatures, yet 
are they more to be countenanced, and better 
to be thought on, than thoſe who will pretend 
to 
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to be Chriſtians, and at the ſame time hold 


Principles ſo contrary to the Attributes of God 


and their Holy Profeſſion, Nothing can make 
a rational Man ſtagger in his Faith, but the ſec» 
ing ſuch Miracles performed by another Perſon, 
who required and taught the ſame Leſſons, or 
more agreeable to the Attributes of God, and 
more advantageous, and for promoting Peace, 
Happineſs and Humility amongſt Men: and un- 
til that ſhall come to paſs, and until that im- 
practicable thing ſhall be viſible, paſt all con- 
tradition, Iwill believe in the crucified Jeſus, 
for the Excellency of his Doctrines; and on 
account of the Works performed, which were 


never done by any before, nor ever attempted 


to be done by any ſince ; the Truth of which 
hath not been called in queſtion for Seventeen 


Hundred Years. © I will, to the beſt of my 
4 


power, obſerve his Laws and Precepts; and 
will examine and try every thing Men tell 
me are his Laws and Precepts, by the Attri- 
butes of God: What I ſhall find to be agree- 
able to theſe, I will firmly believe to be the 


Laws and Will of my Saviour; and whatever 
1ſhall perccive to be oppoſite, and contrary 
to them, let who will recommend them, or 


require the obſervance of them, I ſhall be- 
lieve them to be no more than the Deluſions 
of Satan, working on the Pride and Frailties 
of Men, in order to deceive: Mankind, whom 
he hates, and goes about with all his Arts to 
ruin and deſtroy. 


I am ſure God is incomprehenſible, and 
that 


(14) 
that I know no more of him than he has 
been pleaſed to reveal of himſelf ; and I will 
believe what he ſays of himſelf in thoſe Words 
he has revealed it, and in no others, becauſe 
God ſaid ſo. I will not labour in vain to 
comprehend what I and all others declare to 
be incomprehenſtble ; and theſe Rules, I hope 


and believe, will bring me to Heaven, and 


further I deſire not to travel. 

I may ſay, that the great Power of God 
Was as Viſible in many of the Miracles done 
by our Saviour to the Men that beheld 'em, 
as in the very Creation itſelf ; and theſe 
Miracles were then ſo far from 'being queſ- 
tion d, or from being contradicted, that from 
the Certainty of them many then feared God, 
and openly profeſſed that they were Chriſtians, 
tho they knew that Profeſſion would coſt 
them their Lives, their Eſtates, and every 
thing that was dear and valuable to the Men 
of this World: And I am perſuaded, that had 


not the Devil work d upon the Pride, Cove- 


touſneſs, and Paſſions of the Prieſts ; and by 
their Arts, Cunning, and Cruelty, prevailed 
over the People to believe their Inventions, 
Fancies, and Traditions, for the Doctrines of 
Chriſt, Chriſtianity had not only been better 
obſerved amongſt them that call themſelves 
Chriſtians, but had alſo extended itſelf fur- 
ther amongſt the Tyrks and Tnfidels. But, 
alas ! wherever Chriſtianity is profels'd, where- 
ever the Pope is belicy'd to be the Vicar of 
ere Men that will not believe his Infalli- 

bility, 


15 
bility, are forced to it by n Terrors, 
and Inquiſitions, or are maſſacred. And where- 
ever the Proteſtant Religion is eſtabliſhed, 
tho they explode the Infallibility of the Pope 
with great vehemency, yet they ſeem by their 
Practices, to do it on no other account than 


| becauſe he would monopolize and engroſs 


that to himſelf, which they pretend to ſhare 
with him in. If they pretend to no Infallibi- 
lity, why will they go about by Penalties, by 
diſabling Laws, nay ſometimes by fiery Tryals 
and Blood, to confound, puniſh and convert 
their Opponents ? What do they mean by 
their undelible Characters, and Apoſtolical 


* Miſſion, but to perſuade Men that ignorant, 


immoral, poor ſimple Creatures, are the Em- 
baſſadors of Heaven, and can forgive the Tranſ- 
greſſions of the wicked, and render the Sinceri- 
ty of the upright ineffectual? I have in a print- 
ed Sermon ſeen Sincerity vilify'd, and in ano- 
ther a ſinful Man, by the Flatrery of a Dignita- 
rian, made not only to equal, but excel the 
Son of God in many reſpects. 

Theſe Inventions, theſe Traditions, theſe 
vile Practices muſt be abominable, and be ab- 
horred by all ſober and conſidering Perſons : 
It is theſe Traditions, theſe Fooleries, theſe 
unchriſtian Practices that cannot agree with the 
Attributes of the God of Love, Mercy, and 
Wiſdom : It is theſe Traditions, theſe fooliſh 
Inventions, that have bred all the Diviſions a- 
mong us; all Force is an Enemy to Reaſon, 
and — is the Light of Nature, which teach- 
eth 


eth Man to diſcern between Good and Evil, it 


diſtinguiſhes him from the Beaſt which periſh- 


eth, and if he avoids the Evil and chuſes the 


Good, it makes him, in the ſenſe of my Text, 


perfect as his Father which is in Heaven is g 


perfect : It makes Man like God, after the 
Image of God created he Man; no conſidering 
Perſon can take thoſe Words to mean any thing 
in the leaſt relating to the outward Form, but 
only to the Reaſon and Underſtanding with 
which God has endued Man : and there- 
fore thoſe Men who ſhall endeayour by Force, 
Terrors, or Bribes, to convince, or rather to 


depreciate Mankind, what do they more or 


lefs, than endeavour to do all that in them lies 
to deface the Image ftamp'd on them by God ? 
And after they have blotted out the Image after 
which God created Man, what do they then 
but imprint on the Soul of. Man the Image of 
the Devil, or that of one of his Family, vn. 
that of a Perſecutor? God has ſtamped his J- 


mage on Man, and has endued him with Rea- 


ſon and Knowledge to diſcern Good from Evil, 
with a power and a will to chuſe for himſelf ; 
otherwiſe how could our Saviour ſpeak thoſe 
Words in my Text, Be yon perfect, for if it 


was not in the power of Man to judge for him- 


ſelf upon exhortation, and to chuſe tor himfelf, 
if he was not created a free Agent, this then 
muſt ſeem a very harſh Command, not becom- 
Ing the Wiſdom, Mercy, and Goodneſs of 
God. But if by theſe Words, after the Image 


of God created he Man, it was meant, as mott i 
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1 J 
undoubtedly it was, that God had given Man 
Knowledge, and a Power-to direct and govern 


that Knowledge to the Honour and Glory of 


his Creator; what part do thoſe Men act, who 
by Cruelties, Threats, Bribes, or Promiſes, en- 
deavour to corrupt, and by thoſe indirect means 
prevail with them, and force them to own 
that with their Lips to be True, which their 
Reaſon and Conſcience tells them is Falle ? 
What do they leſs than compel them to lye 
unto God, and, as far as they are able, by un- 


2 warranted methods to eraſe out the Image God 
has imprinted on them, and in the place of it 
fix the Image of their Rebellious, Wicked 


Z Selves? What is this more or leſs, than in the 


{EY 


2 YN FS 28 


2 higheſt manner. committing Treaſon againſt 


Heaven, and openly, and bare-faccdly as "they 
can, declaring War againſt God, by violently 
taking poſſeſſion of that Province, which upon 


the beſt enquiry, and ſtricteſt Examination, is 


only the Province of the Almighty ? And there- 
fore this muſt, in a moſt _ palpable manner, be 


Z committing High Treaſon, and Rebelling a- 


gainſt Heaven, and therefore can on no ac- 
count be juſtified ; and all the wreſting of Scrip- 
ture to maintain the contrary, muſt appear 
fallacious and groundleſs: for it cannot poſ- 


ſibly agree and quadrate with any Attribute of 
God's. 


This is the conſtant Practice of the Papiſts 
wherever their Religion has the aſcendant, 
and too much the faſhion of Proteſtants of a l 


Denominations whatever, wherever they hzve 


D had 


Wy — . ̃ . . on 


(18) 
had Power to put it in Execution. Indeed the 
Quakers Tenets and Behaviour don't ſeem to 
allow of ſuch Proceedings; tho I know of no 
Place where they have been veſted with Au- 
thority ſufficient, and too often aſſumed by 
Men in Power. 

All theſe irreligious Inſults upon Inferiours, 
muſt, upon a duc Conſideration, appear to be 
only the product of the immoral Luſts and Paſ- 
ſions of ſinful Men, who have the Dominion 


in their hands, and cannot bear Oppoſition and 


Contradiction; who find Compulſion invinci- 


ble and unanſwerable Arguments, ſo long as 


their force and power continue, tho' in time 
they have found thoſe Arguments turn upon 
themſelves : But theſe Practices are quite oppo- 
ſite to the Attributes of God, and ought to be 
deteſted and abhorred, by all thoſe who truly 
love God, and would imitate and adore our 
Father which is in Heaven. 

Now then let us return to what 1 
in order to reſtore Primitive Chriſtianity a- 
mongſt us. I muſt again and again repeat and 
beg Mankind to examine their Principles, their 
Practices, their Religion, and every part of it, 


and try how they quadrate with the divine, 


known, and allowed of Attributes of God, 


and to let that be the Touch-Stone ; and that 
they will be aſſured, that whatever will not 


allow that Tryal, muſt be a counterfeit Metal, 


and will not paſs as Gold in this or the next 
World. And by this Tryal we ſhall find Pope- 


* 


ry to be a mere Deluſion of Satan: s, to enſnare 4 
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( 19) 


and deceive the Credulous and Ignorant, and 


only carried on by the artful Prieſts, to ſupport 


their own Grandeur, Luxury, and Pride. There 
are no Attributes of God, from which Men 
receive more advantage, or more juſtly rejoice 
in, than from his infinite Love, Mercy, and 
Wiſdom. 

Now then, by thoſe Attributes, let us exa- 
mine the Popiſh Tranſubſtantiation ; and give 


me leave to repeat what I ſaid before, that God 


created Man after his own Image, and that 
he endued Man with Reaſon and Judgment, to 
know and diſcern one thing from another, 


4 Truth from Falſhood, and ordered his Reaſon 


to be his Guide and DireQor in every thing, 

Now then by his Attributes let us try and exa- 
mine Tranſubſtantiation. In the fulneſs of time, 
when our Saviour took our Nature upon him, 
and inſtituted a Religion, in order to reclaim 
Men from their paſt Ignorances and Follies, 


we no where find, that at any time he uſed any 


Command, or dictatorial Power, but only 
perſuaſive, and not coercive Arguments. Both 
he and his Apoſtles convinced Men of their 
falſe Worſhip, and by powerful Arguments ſa- 
tisfied them that they ought not to worſhip 
Stocks and Stones, and the Works of Men's 
Hands ; but alfo from paying an Adoration to 
the Sun, Moon and Stars, the viſible Orna- 


ments of the Creation. 


Now then let us examine and try, if it is 
poſlible to agree with the Wiſdom and Mercy 


of God, to require of Man, whom he had re- 


13 2 e | claimed 


(20) 

n from thoſe Fooleries, and had endued 
with Reaſon and Underſtanding, and Senſes 
to repreſent true Ideas of things to their Know- 
ledge, and had order d that Knowledge to be 
their Guide and Director in all things: Is it 
poſſible, after this, that God ſhould require 
of them, to believe that a bit of Bread, which 
they ſaw and knew to be nothing but a bit of 
- Bread, ſhould by the mumbling Charms of a 
ſorry, wicked Fellow, be tranſubſtantiated in- 
to an Eternal, Omnipotent, Living God! And 
we obſerve, that both in the Old, as well as 
in the New-Teſtament, God expoſtulates and 
convinces Men by Reaſon, My will you die, 
O Houſe of Iſrael! 

Is it poſſible, after all this, to conceive, or 
can it enter into the Thoughts of Man, that the 
God of Love, Mercy and Wiſdom, ſhould re- 
quire of Man to believe what his Eyes, his 
Taſte, his Feeling and his Reaſon, convinced 
and aſſured him was falſe, and ſhould oblige 
him to believe this Contradiction, under pain 
of his Diſpleaſure, and the ſevereſt Effects of 
it, Eternal Damnation? We muſt therefore 
believe theſe things to be harſh, cruel, and con- 
trary to all Wiſdom, and to ſo many other glo- 
rious Attributes of God, that it never was, and 
that it could not be any part of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, inſtituted or revealed by Chriſt, or taught 
by his Apoſtles, or ever heard of, to be belie- 
ved in the firſt Centuries. And afterwards, 


in the time of Ignorance and Superſtition, 3 


was no more than a Cheat and Deluſion, in- 
| troduced 


(21) 
troduced by the Ambitious and. Atheiſtical 
Prieſts, to impoſe upon the Timorous, Zea- 
| lous, and Ignorant People, in order to create 
a ſuperlative Veneration to themſelves from 
the People, and to confirm in them the Opi- 
nion of their vaſt Authority, of their Power 
of binding and looſing in Heaven and Earth: 
For what after that could they doubt of them? 
what could they not believe of them, and their 
Grandeur? They muſt moſt certainly conclude, 
that a God of their own making could deny 
them nothing they can ask or he can grant: 
And it is moſt certain, they may command 
every thing in the power of their God to give. 
It muſt truly at firſt be ſomewhat difficult to 
perſuade Men to give credit to an inviſible 
Miracle, and to prevail over them to believe 
that a Creature could make his Creator. 


| We read in Scripture, that when the Apoſtles 


healed the Man that was before lame and im- 
potent in his Feet, when the People ſaw the 
ſame Man whole, leaping and walking, whom 
they before knew to be lame and diſabled, they 
took them for Gods, and would have done Sa- 
crifice to them as ſuch, had not the Apoſtles 
reſtrained them, and told them plainly, that 
it was their Buſineſs and Duty to reclaim them 
from ſuch Fooleries and Vanities, and to teach 
and inſtru them how to ſerve and adore the 

living God, in a manner worthy of him. 
Novy then let us examine, and make ſome 
natural and juſt Reflections on this paſſage : 
* we believe, t that tho the Apoſtles had bid 
the 


„ 
the impotent Men to be well, and after that, 
if the People had perceived that he could ſtir 
neither Toe nor Foot, do you believe that it 
had been in the Apoſtles power to have per- 
ſuaded the People, that the Man they ſaw 
continue ſo diſabled, run and leapt, and was 
perfectly well? Can you believe, in ſuch a 
Caſe, the People would have paid them Di- 
vine Honours? And can one believe, that if 
there had been only ſuch an inviſtble Mira- 
cle wrought, that in ſuch a Caſe the People 
would have agreed to have paid them Divine 
Honours ; or would rather have conſented to 
have ſtoned them, or have puniſhed them as 
ignorant Cheats and Impoſtors? And ſurely | 
that would have been a leſs Cheat, and would 
have been attended with more innocent Cir- 
cumſtances, than for an ignorant, immoral 
Prieſt to pretend, by mumbling over a few 
Words, that they could metamorphize a Bit 
of Bread, no way changed, nor alter'd, into 
a living God ; when at the ſame time I am con- 
vinced that it is the very ſame Bit in every re- 
ſpect it was before, and not to be diſtinguiſh'd 
by me, or the Conjurer that made it a Deity, 
from another Bir of the ſame Bread? Nor 
can it enter into the Thoughts of any ſober 
conſidering Perfon, that the Apoſtles, after 
they had told rhe People, that they came to 
reclaim them from their paſt Fooleries and 
Ignorance, to ſerve the living God in a man- 
ner worthy of him, could after that, with any 
Aſſurance, have ſhewed them a Bit of Ae. 


(23) 
and have told them, that by their Charms that 
Bit was made a living God; and that they were 
to worſhip and adore it as ſuch? Could they, 
after that, have offer d to perſuade them to 
worſhip a greater Abſurdity than any they 
pretended to reclaim them from? A thing 
more ridiculous than was to be found in the 
heatheniſh Idolatry and Superſtition ! With 
what confidence could they tell them, that a 
Bit of Bread, by the muttering of a few Words 
of the Prieſt, was more than changed, tran- 
ſubſtantiated into a living God, tho' it was 
_ viſible it was the very ſame Bit of Bread it 
was before; inſomuch that if it was placed 
by another Bit of Bread, of the ſame form, 
out of the ſight of the Prieſt, neither the Prieſt, 
or any one elſe, could poſſibly diſtinguiſh the 
deified Bread from the common Bread; and 
yet one of the Bits, they could not tell which, 
was to be adored as an omnipotent Gad ? 

Sure there never was in the World before, 
any thing ſo ridiculous offer d to Mankind. 
Can any one that knows, and will reflect on 
the ſtubborn and tenacious Temper of the 
Fews, who believed their Religion to be de- 
liver'd to them from God, by their juſtly ad- 
mired Prophet Moſes ; who had told them of 
the Jealouſy of God, and had fore-warn'd them 
from falling down to any Image, or the Like- 
neſs of any thing in Heaven or in Earth; and 
who had ſo ſeverely ſuffer d for the not duly 
obſerving that Command ; can any one ima- 
ginc, that thoſe Zews would ever come into. 
15 | Or 
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or embrace that Religion that obliged them 


to fall down and worſhip a Bit of Bread? A 
thing indeed, that had no Zikeneſs of any thing 


in Heaven or in Earth, but of another Bit 
of Bread. They knew this Deity to be only 


a groſs Lump, and formed from a very mean 
Compoſition; from the Corn that was put 
in the Ground, manured with Dung, and when 
ripe, cut; then carted, then trod, then threſhed, 


then ground, then trod, then placed in the hot 


Oven, then ſent into the Market, where one 
Part is bought for Cakes to put in Ale, and 
the other to make God of. This is more fook 


iſh, more ridiculous than Egyptian Apis, or 


their God the Onion, or than any thing uſed or 
believed by the Heathens of old. If Men pre- 
tend to belicve, let them believe worthily and 

honourably of that glorious Being. 
The Chriſtians, as well as the Converts of : 
other Nations to Chriſtianity, held David 


to be the next great Prophet to Moſes ; and 


they all knew that David had foretold of 
Chriſt, that Hi Fleſh ſhould ſee no Corruption. 
They tell us, This 7s 1 Body of Chriſt ; and 
we know, that what they tell us is by them 
made the Body of Chriſt, will corrupt, mould, 
rot, and decay, and-become the Dung of the 


Earth, if eaten by Man, Beaſt, or Inſe& ; and 


ſurely that is Corruption enough to . convince 
Mankind, that the God of Wiſdom, Mercy, 


and Juſtice, - never did, or ever could com- 


mand any thing ſo contrary to his Attributes, 


as this mult of neceſſity have been; to have 
” re- 


required of Man to believe that a bit of 
Bread, by the muttering of a few Words, it 
may be of a great Villain, was immediately 
deified, and yet retained every particular Form, 
Colour, and Subſtance it had before its inviſi- 
ble Metamorphoſis ; and muſt afterwards,” as 
God, be caten by the People, in order to 
make them capable of Eternal Happineſs. © 

| Now as have, paſt all contradiction, provd 
that this could co be any part of the Religion 
inſtituted by our Saviour, or taught by his A- 
poſtles; I will give ſome ſtrong Preſumptions 
to enforce a Belief, that it never was the Opi- 
nion or Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians. 
Firſt it is more than probable, that if they had 
endeavoured by inviſible Miracles to have made 
Converts, they would hardly have ſucceeded, 
nor would our Saviour have uſed that as an ar- 
gument to believe in him, if for nothing elſe, 
but even for the Works they ſaw him do: And 
then we find the Heathen Writers expoſe the 
Adoration of the Onions, and we find them 
ignorantly reflect on the Worſhip of the Chri- 
ſtians; but we never find them charge the 
Chriſtians with that abſurd foolery, of turnin 
a bit of Bread into God, and then N it af 
ter they had ador'd it. 

This is enough to convince all Mankind, 
that as this could not poſſibly be any part of 
the Religion inſtituted by Chriſt, or taught by 
his inſpired Apoſtles, and that tho'Errors crept 
early into the Church; yet it is more than pro- 


bable, that this Error was never held or prac- 
E Rn tiſed 
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| tiſed by any of the Primitive Chriſtians, and that 
therefore it can be nothing but the Inventions 
and Dcluſions of Satan; encouraged by the 
Help, Arts and Pride of the Prieſts, the better 
to magnify themſelves, the better to carry on 
the Deſign. They are pleaſed to call them- 
ſelves the Embaſſadors of Chriſt; and others, 
who give Popery an ill name, and call the Pope 
Antichriſt, and give him other bad Titles, are 
notwithſtanding pleaſed, from him and his 
Prieſts, to derive an undelible ſpiritual Charac- 
1 aud an Apoſtolical Miſſion, neceſſary to 
qualify themſelves, to adminiſter. beneficially 
the neceſſary Sacrament: ſurely this Notion is 
as abſurd and ridiculous as any Tenet of the 
Papiſt, and can by no means ene with the 
Divine Attributes. 
All theſe empty Notions, theſe diabolical 
Inventions, ought to be rejected, abhorred and 
deteſted by all good Chriſtians as ſuch. Shall 
not the God of the whole Earth do right? and 
can this be right, can this be an eaſy Yoke, to 
be compelled to believe that to be true, which 
I have all the Reaſon and Demonſtration poſ- 
ſible to convince me to be falſe? It cannot 
be in the power of Man to make God; it is 
true, he may perſuade himſelf and his deluded 
Followers, that he has made ſomething by his 
Ch ums, ſomething both he and they may fancy 
to be a God, and may call a God, and as ſuch they 
may adore it: Pardon me for not uſing the Word 
Tranſubſtantiation on all Occaſions, and give me 


_ to obſerve to Fu that this was ſo Red from 
being 
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being the Opinion of the Primitive Chriſtians; 
that I believe the Word was never known to 
them, or made uſe of for many Centuries; I 
am ſure I never read it, or remember it in any 
of the Writings of the antient Fathers. It is 
true, thoſe that tell us they have made a God, 
may adore it, and may and will puniſh and 
torture thoſe that will not. But obſerve the 
difference between the Religion inſtituted by 
our Saviour, and that invented by wicked Men. 
Our Saviour uſed no Force, for that was an E- 
nemy to Reaſon, and no inviſible Miracles, 
which is a Contradiction in it ſelf: Here all the 
Miracles that confirm this Invention are inviſi- | 
ble. The Religion our Saviour inſtituted was ſo 
rational, all the Miracles ſo viſible, that they 
made ſo deep an impreſſion, and ſo thoroughly 
convinced them of the Truth of it to that de- 
gree, that they choſe to undergo any ſhame, 
puniſhment or loſs, rather than part with or 
deny what they were ſo ſatisfied to be true. 
In this new Religion we may find many new 
Proſelytes, but thoſe made by Force and Ter- 
rors; and thoſe would hardly adhere to it, were 
not their Fears greater than their Reaſons, or 
that they had been prejudiced by their Educati- 
on, or deluded by the ſubtilty and cunning 
of their Prieſts. 

Surely Men that have Faith ſafficient to be- 
lieve theſe things, muſt have Faith enough to 
remove Mountains, and to ſet the Sea on 
heap on the dry Land. Now ſhould any 
ſober, religious, good Man tell me, that he 
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was a Man that -had Faith, and that he had 
removed ſuch a Mountain into the Sea; and 
when I ſaw the Mountain remain in its old 
Station, and the Sea bounded with its an- 
tient Channel, could any Man cenſure me of 
Infidelity, if I would not believe this good Man 
who told me he had Faith, and the Scripture 
informed us, that Hoe who had Faith could 
remove Mountains; and that he had Faith, and 
had bid the Mountain be removed, and there- 
fore tho' I ſaw, and tho' it really was in the 
ſame place, yet it was really removed, becauſe 
he had ordercd it to be removed ; and thar if I 
really believed the Scripturcs, I muſt believe 
all this? This Man, had he Power, might impri- 
ſon me, and all other Infidels to his inviſible 
Miracle: And tho' the fear of puniſhment might 
prevail on many to ſay that they belicved it; 
yet ſurcly he could hardly make one true Pro- 
ſelyte. 

There is no Place in Scripture ſo full to 
prove Tranſubſtantiation, as there is to prove 
that a Man that has Faith may remove Moun- 
tains, and the Miracle is not greater nor har- 
der to be performed: And it is eaſier to be be- 
lieved, that an honeſt Man that has Faith may 
remove a Mountain, than to believe that a 
wicked, lewd Fellow can make a true God of a 
bit of Bread; and more hard ſtill is it to believe, 
that a ſimple wicked Creature, by muttering a 
few Words, and laying his Hands upon as ma- 
ny as he pleaſcs, and it may be worte than him- 
telf, can by that Ceremony endue them all 

With 
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with a power of making, as often as they pleaſe, 
a God : And why may not the Miracle of the 
removing the Mountain, be as certainly per- 
formed as the other? the Mountain ſtands in 
the ſame place, the Bread has no alteration or 
change: ſo that by the force of this Argument, 
for all that we know, all the higheſt Mountains, 
whoſe Tops we ſee kiſs the Clouds, may at the 
ſame time be ſunk, and lie ſnug at the bottom 
of the Sea. 

How happy would thoſe Men be that have 
ſtudied the Philoſopher's Stone, could they get 
this Popiſh knack, of making Men believe, that 
what they touch d was turn'd into Gold, tho 
they knew after the touch it was the very ſame 
it was bcfore, without the leaſt alteration by 
the Experiment ? I know the Anſwer will be, 
that Men are more concerned for the Things 
of this World, and require more certainty for 
them, let that ſuthce : Be you perfect as your 
Father which is in Heaven is perfect. Per- 
fection intends all Truth, Goodneſs, Love, 
Mercy and Kindneſs; it abhors all Falſhood, 
Cheats, Deluſions, Cruelty, Injuſtice and Se- 
Verity. 

Now then let us Ll bes if it can poſlibly 
agree with the known Rules of Mercy, Juſtice, 
Love and Wiſdom, to impoſe ſuch hardſhips 
upon Mankind, as to require them, under pain 
of Damnation, to believe ſuch idle, ridiculous . 
things to be true, which they ſo certainly and 
notoriouſly know to be falſe. Such Doctrines 


therefore mult neceſſarily be e gelle, and 
thoſe 
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thoſe that will conſult their Reaſon, and reflect 


on them, muſt conclude that ſuch Notions of God + 


are very abſurd, and muſt, as far as Man can, de- 


ſtroy the Deity, by depriving it of the neceſſa-_ 


ry Attributes of a God: They muſt form to 


themſelves Ideas of a crucl, unmerciful, unjuſt 
Being, which God is uncapable of. Theſe are 
Characters oppoſite to the Divine Nature, and 
fitter and more ſuitable to the Devil, the Ene- 
my of Mankind: And if they could perſuade 


us, that theſe were the Doctrines taught by the 


dleſſed Jeſus, they may at the ſame time per- 


ſuade us, that he came into the World to 
deſtroy Mankind, tho he aſſured us, the De- 
ſign of his coming was o ſave Mankind 85 


That he tells us in expreſs Words. 


their Friend, I beg and intreat them to forſake 


1 am no Enemy to Papiſts, and no Friend 
to Popery : I love the Papiſts, and as I am 


and avoid that deadly Poiſon they have ſo long, 
ſo unwarily drank of, and which, in the end, 


muſt deſtroy and endanger their eternal Salva- 
tion. What does not quadrate with the At- 
tributes of God, cannot be the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, nor any Religion that proceeds from 


God. Theſe Notions, therefore, muſt be the 
Inventions of Satan, working on the Pride 
and Covetouſneſs of the Prieſts. They tell 


us, that they are the Embaſſadors of Heaven, 
entruſted with a Power from God of remitting 
Sins; and they engroſs all to themſelves: for 


they compound on far eaſier Terms than a 
Pardon from Heaven could be expected. From 


thence 
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thence there could be no Pardon expected, but 
by a true Sorrow, and hearty Repentance; 
Reſtitution and Amendment of Life ; here, 
by Indulgences, obtained for a reaſonable Sum 
of Money, a Pardon for the Sins you have 


committed, and for thoſe your Poſterity 


mention'd in theIndulgence ſhall commit; they 
are all pardon d. The Rich, therefore, can 
hardly be damned, or the Poor ſaved. 

Thus from the blind Zeal, Ignorance, and 
Folly of the People, from the Pride and Co- 
vetouſneſs of the Prieſt, and by the Aſſiſtance 
and Cunning of the Enemy to all Goodneſs, 
came in thoſe blaſphemous Opinions of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, thoſe unchriſtian Practices of 
Maſſacres, Inquiſitions, praying for Money for 
the Dead, praying in an unknown. Tongue, 
their Pretenſions to be Embaſſadors of Hea- 
ven, and Stewards to ſell good Bargains; to 
make the Laity Slaves, and to make themſelves 
great and rich. From hence came Peter- 
Pence, and many more abominable Fooleries, 
that neither my Time, Patience, or Memory, 
will give me leave to enumerate. Be you 
perfect, as your Father which is in Heaven 
is perfect. And how can we come by thoſe 
Perfections? I may ſay, how can we any way 
attain this Perfection? By no other means, 
but by endeavouring to imitate thoſe Per- 
fections of our Father which is in Heaven, by 
the ſafe Rule and Directions of the Author 
of our Faith; and he gives us this Rule, to be 


meck, merciful, and to do goods. not only to 
our 
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our Friends and Benefactors, but even to our 
Enemies and Perſecutors. I hint ed before, that 
it is generally the nature of Man to aim at Per- 
fection; and ſurely every one that believes a 
God, cannot help believing, that every thing 
that they fancy to be Perfection, muſt be lodg- 
ed in the higheſt degree in that God; and ſuch 
is the Pride, and the unaccountable Vanity of 
ſome Men, that if they cannot eaſily bring 
themſelves to imitate the true and glorious Per- 
fections of God, which we call Attributes, they 
will then, in order to make themſelves happy 
and pleaſed, form in their Minds mean and 
falſe Notions and Ideas of God, ſuitable to their 
Tempers and Humours, and from thence they 
will fooliſhly imagine that they are like God. 

As for example; the Papiſt, who believes 
Tranſubſtantiation, cannot forbear believing 
God to be a ſevere, crue! and mercileſs Being, 
in giving Men Senſes, Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, and commanding them to be ruled by 
that great Light, and to let that be their Guide 
and Director; and after that to require them to 
believe, under pain of Damnation, what their 
Reaſon and Senſes both demonſtrate to 
them to be falſe, and impoſſible to be true. 

For is it poſſible, that a poor, wretched, and 
more than ordinarily wicked Man, by putting 
his Hands on the Head of another, it may be 
more wicked than himſelf, and that hy mum- 
bling a few Prayers over him, he can m4 
other an Embaſſador of Heaven, and at that 


rate make as many more ſuch ſpiritual Princes 
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as he pleaſes, and give them Power, by virtue 
of thoſe performances, to bind and looſe in 
Heaven and Earth, and to make an omnipo- 
tent God out of a bit of Bread. Is it poſſible 


for me, When I ſee the Bread remain the ſame 
ſenſeleſs lump it was before the Charm was 


performed, and when I ſee the Man the ſame 
ſtupid, immoral Dunce he was before, to be- 
lieve the one to be made an Embaſlador of 
Heaven, and the other to be made a God, by 
that ignorant, wicked Fellow? 

Theſe are things ſo oppoſite to all Reaſon, 
ſo impoſſible to be performed, inſomuch, that 
no one who believes that God requires the aſ- 
ſent of Men to them, can poſſibly forbear 
believing God to be a very cruel, hard, unjuſt, 
mercileſs Being; and from theſe abominable, 
falſe Notions of God, when they are bloody, 
cruel, unmerciful, and revengeful, they fancy 
that they are like God; and from hence come 


their Maſſacres, their Gunpowder-Treaſon 


Plots, their Inquiſitions, their Burning and 
Dragooning Conviction, which they call the 
maintaining of God's Cauſe.” From ſuch wrong 


Notions proceed the High- Church Malice and 
and the Diſſen⸗ be 


ters from them; from hence they demoliſhed 


Fury againſt their Opponents, 


the Diſſenters Places of Worſhip, from hence 
came their Diſabling and Penal Laws ; and there 
is no doubt to be made of it, but that if their 
Malice had been atmed with Power, it would 
have ended in Blood and Slaughter, and at the 


n time they would have 2 that they 
K had 
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had done God good Service; and from hence 
proceeded the Imperious, Haughty Temper 
of the Predeſtinarians of old; and from better, 
and truer Notions of God, proceed the more 
Charitable, and therefore more Chriſtian Tem- 
per and Principles of the Low Church. And 
it is evident, that whatever Principles do not 
quadrate with the Attributes of God, cannot 
be the Religion the Son of God inſtituted. 
The Popiſh Religion is certainly the reverſe 
of Chriſtianity : I have ſeen in one of their 
Prayer Books, for private Meditation, this 
Prayer in Latin, O Holy Croſs, on which our 
Saviour ſuffered, do thou interceed with that 
Savzour for the remiſſion of my Sins. A great 
deal of little inferior Idolatry to this may be 
ſeen in many of their Writings: Contarinus, 
in his Hiſtory of Venice, in his Commenda- 
tion of Law, ſays, That God has provided ſome- 
thing ſuperior to all the inferior Creatures, to 
direct, govern, and to give Laws to them; and 
fays, that if Man, whom God had made their 
Superior, and Lord over them, had not had 
fomething better than himſelf to govern and 
direct him, that then Man might have ſome 
pretence to murmur. And ſome, in imitation of 
this, or ſome fond Fancies of their own, have 
framed Conceipts, and would impoſe them on o- 
thers as neceſſary Laws, that our own ſudgments 
are not fit to direct and govern us in matters of 
Moment, and difficulties in Religious Affairs; 
and therefore, in order to preſerve Peace and 
Unity in the Church, there was need of ſome 
Len | One 
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one e Wiler and better than the reſt, to give us 
Rules, and direct us in thoſe arduous Matters“ 
And in order to ſupport thoſe weak Imagina- 
tions, without the leaſt Reaſon, Pickirice: or 
Colour, they wreſt the meaning” of Scripture, 
and from thence expound Texts out of the 
Scriptures, and would make us believe that a 
promiſe was made to St. Peter, Biſhop of 
Rome, and his Succeſſors, to be infallible, to 
interpret the Scriptures, and to be endued with 

a ſuperior Power over all Chriftians. © 
Now then let us conſider, and fairly examine 
their Impudence, Arrogance, and idle, vain 
Pretences, fromrthofe very places of Scripture 
they quote and wreſt to ſerve their own cove- 
tous and ambitious Ends; nor will you find 
that St. Peter eyer pretended to a Superfority, 
or that the other Apoſtles could therefore yield 
it, or ever did; and the Apoſtles, as they ex- 
preſs it, muſt know the Mind of Chriſt, and 
that certainly, better than we who live in theſe 
dark and remoter Ages. We find St. Paul 
withſtand him to his Face, and we never read 
that St. Peter reſented his Impudence, or that 
the other Apoſtles ever cenſured St. Paul for 
his Misbehaviour: So that we have not the 
leaſt grounds to believe that the Apoſtles ever 
knew any thing of a Superiority veſted in St. 
Peter by Chriſt ; and then certainly his Suc- 
ceſlors pretences muſt be more difficult to be 
made out: Nor do we ever find that the Bi- 
ſhops of Rome, for many Centuries, ever pre- 
tended to any of thofe Spiritual Immunities, 
MN and 
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and then it is next to an impoſſibility, to prove 
who was St. Peter's Succeſſor ; and if I ſhould 
at preſent allow, that there was ſuch a Power 
lodged in St. Peter and his Succeſſors, yet they 
will never | be the better, for ſuch a Conceſſion, 
for it will be a matter of an inſuperable Diffi- 
culty to find out who that Succeſſor. was; and 
more, if that could be known, to find out who 
he now is. For firſt this cannot be denyed, 
that at the time when the Promiſe they pre- 
tend to be made to St. Peter, that -he was Bi- 
ſhop of no Place, for at that time there was no 
Biſhop in the World ; and afterwards, when 
Biſhops were made, St, Peter was Biſhop of 
Antioch, that is certain, but very uncertain that 
ever he was at Rome, and no way probable 
that he was cycr Biſhop there. Nor docs it 
appear, before Godlineſs, in the literal Senſe, 
came to be great Gain, that ever Commen- 
dams were in faſhion, or that there were ſuch 
things as Sine · Cures amongſtChriſtians, or that 
the ſame Perſon ever held two Biſhopricks, or 
was eyer tranſlated from one Biſhoprick to an- 
nother : Theſe arc new Modes in Chriſtia- 
nity, . 

But for et fake, I will grant what 
wauld. take up much Time and Art to 
prove, Viz. That it might be allowed to St. 
Peter, by reaſon of his Superiority, to. hold 
two Biſhopricks, and that all the Privileges 
and Powers were veſted in him, by thoſe ex- 
tenſive Words, thou art Cephas : But yet I 
am at great loſs, for I fear after this great 

Con- 
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Conceſſion, unleſs, we allow this Word Ce- 
phas a very large, extenſive Meaning; and 
that we muſt underſtand by that Word, Pe- 
ter, I make you my ſuperior Apoſtle, and 
the chief Biſhoprick, when Biſhops are ſet- 
tled, will be Rome, it being the Seat of the 
Emperor; and when Biſhops are appointed, 
tho you neyer ſee it, that ſhall be called your 
Biſhoprick; and your Succeſſors ſhall be thoſe 
that are Biſhops of Rome; and being thus 
your Succeſſors, they ſhall be called Popes, 
and ſhall be infallible, and Have Power to 2 
and looſe in Heaven and Earth; and to give 
Laws to all other Biſhops ; and to alter the 
Religion I inſtituted, and my Laws wrote by 
you, and my other inſpired Apoſtles. 
Ihis I muſt allow to be a pretty large Con- 
ceſſion; but unleſs all this is granted in as 
ample a manner as I have expreſſed it, I fear 
Popery. muſt, fall: or otherwiſe, it will be no 
ſervice to them; for the Antioch Succeſſor will 
be preferred before the Roman. Biſhop ; and 
there are good Reaſons for others to put in 
their Claims, tho' their Title has lain ſo long 
dormant, For ſince at the time of the Pro- 
miſe there was no Biſhop ; nor would it alter 
the Reaſon if there had ; why ſhould not thoſe 
St. Peter ordained, be more properly his Suc- 
ceſſors and Spiritual Heirs; and may better 
derive a' Succeſſion from him; and from that 
Miſſion, a Title to all the Grants made to 
St. Peter and his Succeſſors? And then one 
vous be apt to conclude, that the Advan- 
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rage of thoſe Grants ſhould deſcend to the 
firſt lineal ordained Succeſſor, and go on 


to his firſt to this very day. Or it may be 


thoſe Immunities may deſcend like Land in 
Gavel kind, amongſt all thoſe St. Peter or- 
da ined, and their Succeſſors. 

If this is a juſt Claim, then the Pope and 
his Succeſſors have been great Cheats and 


Uſurpers ; and fo will their Succeſſors, to the 


end of the Popes. And they can hardly be 
the better, or any way advantaged, by ſteal- 
ing theſe Immunities from Heaven; but they 
may be the worſe : for ſurely Heaven will ne. 
ver favour or patronize Nnaves Or Cheats in 
their Cheats. 

But never having before heard theſe Mat: 
ters diſcuſſed by the Learned, I will at pre- 
ſent leave it undetermin'd, but fit to be fur- 
ther enquired into; and then it may be a lit- 
tle worth time to examine upon what Con- 
ſideration theſe Promiſes were made to St. 
Peter; and whether they were not revoked 
afterwards by our Saviour's ſaying, Ger thee 
behind me, Satan. And then let us conſider 


upon what Conſideration theſe Promiſes were 


made to Sr. Peter; and of what advantage 
it could be to him, to have thoſe that wee 


in no manner related to him, either Spiritu- 


ally, or in the Fleſh, and who only falſely 


called themſelves his Succeſſors, after he had 


been ill uſed, and buffeted, and martyred, to 
be made Spiritual Princes, above Kings and 


Emperors. 
In- 
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Indeed, if the Promiſe had been made to 
St. Peter, as it was to faithful Abraham, and 
to his Sced after him, St. Peter and his Friends 
might have had ſome reaſon to have ſupported 
hisTitle ; but as Matters now ſtand, Ipreſume 
St. Peter will not be angry with me, nor 
lock Heaven's Gate againſt me, for no other 
reaſon but for expoſing impudent Cheats and 
Impoſtures ; and ſo 1 may fairly call them, 
having proved them to be ſo, Who make a 
Tool of his Name, to undermine the Reli- 
gion our Saviour inſtituted and taught, and to 
_ deceive Mankind, For what do they do leſs 
than pretend to a Power, by virtue of Claim 
from St. Peter, of making a new Goſpel, and 
a new Religion ? And, indeed, they have 
made no ſmall uſe of that Power. What 
difference is there between a Power to make 
a new Goſpel, and the being Infallible, and 
having a Power. by their Interpretations of 
making the Old ſay what they pleaſe, and toa 
cocrcive Power to oblige Mankind to ſubmit to 
their Interpretations ? The many Millions they 
have butcher'd in cold Blood, on theſe accounts, 
will confirm all this. I repeat it, there is no 
difference between having a full Power to in- 
terpret, and to alter and make a new Goſpel. 
Nou let us, by the Rule I have laid down 
to try and examine Religion by, ſce if theſe 
things can agree with the Attributes of God. 
The Emperors formerly made the Popes ; 
and one might rationally conclude, that he 
that made the Pope, ſhould have more Autho- 
| rity 
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rity than the Pope he had made. And what 


muſt we think of the Popes, when we find 


the Emperor made and unmade the Popes at 
his pleaſure, out of the worſt of Mankind; 
for no other Reaſon. or Motive, but becauſe 
he found them proper Tools and Inſtruments 
to ſupport: his Temporal Intereſt? We have 

known three Popes all at one time, and that 
the Emperor has depoſed all three, and made 
a new one; and how can we be ſure there 
was no Violence done the Succeſſion ?, There 
have been two Popes at a time, and a Suc- 
ceſſion from both of them; and how could 
we do in that Caſe? What Certainty could 
be depended on from their Reſolves? it may 
be, oppoſite Interpretations. 

Can any Man in his right Wits believe, 
that God has entruſted ſuch overs with ſuch 
vile Creatures, elected for ſuch Scandalous 

Purpoſes, for no other reaſon than becauſe 
they pretend to ſucceed St. Peter? 
Some, to palliate theſe matters, have told 
us, that the Pope in Cathedra was only In- 
fallible ; others, that the Pope in Councils: 
But whoever will obſerve 'the Behaviour of 
the Popes, and the Management of the Coun- 
cils, muſt conclude; that both were directed 
by the Spirit of Cunning and Dexterity, more 
than by any Divine Aſliſtance. | 

But to egratify all theſe abſurd N 1 
will grant that there is an infallible due 

but at the ſame time I muſt inſiſt oni t, that it is 


not only difficult, but almoſt impoſſible, even 
for 
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for the Papiſts themſelves, were they to be our 


Guides and Directors, how to find this infal- 
lible Pr: And if there was ſuch thing 


intended as an Infallible, and I have no 
Rule to know where and how to find that 
udge, what am I in the leaſt the better than 
if there was none! And it cannot conſiſt with 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, thus to 
bewilder and puzzle Mankind. 

We may therefore juſtly conclude, that 
there never was any ſuch Judge. intended for 
Mankind by Heaven; and as Contarinus ob- 
ſerves, that God had made ſomething better 

than the inferior Beings, to govern them, and 
had therefore made Man Lord over them; 
and that he had alſo provided ſomething bet- 
ter than Man, to govern and direct them 
which was Law, which was the pure Mind of 
Man, ſeparated from the Luſts, Appetites, and 
Paſſions of the Fleſh ; and therefore, being 
more excellent than Man, it ought in rcaſon 
to be preferred, and to rule and govern Man ; 
and ſurely there is no Compariſon to be made 
between the Laws of God and Man. The 
Goſpels are the Mind of God, the revealed 
Will of Heaven ; they are only our infallible 
Guide; they are ſubject to no ſecular Appe- 
tites, or Intereſt, and they only can teach and 
inſtru us to find the ſafe and certain Way 
to Heaven; and there is no obſcure Paſſage 
in any thing that relates to etcrnal Happinels. 
And if Men will be over curious, as to enquire 


into ſuch things as arc too hard for them, 
© where- 
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wherever the Scriptures ſeem to vary one Text 
from another, they, in theſe Caſes, ought ro 
reconcile them, and to interpret them to that 
they may beſt quadrate with the Attributes of 
God ; and all other Interpretations are wrong 
and falſe, and there, and only there, can you 
find a ſafe Way, an infallible Director, and 
an unerring Guide to lead you by the hand 
to eternal Happineſs : Be you perfect as your 
Father which is in Heaven 15 perfect; and 
this Perfection is to be attained by no other 
Rule, or Guide. 

Man knows no more of God, than What 
it has pleaſed God to reveal of himſelf in 
Scripture to Man; and in the Words, and in 


no other Words than what God has revealed 


himſelf in Scripture to Man, will I believe 
of, or in God. And in Matters of leſſer mo- 
ment, the believing, or not believing of which, 
tends nothing to the Salvation of Mankind, 
ſuch as Free-will, and Predeſtination ; I will 


not be too inquiſitive, nor diſturb the Peace 


of the World: with my arrogant Opinions : 
Theſe things, if maintained "with a too ca- 
ger Purſuit, demonſtrate more of the Pride 
of the Opiniator, than of the meck and 
Chriſtian Temper of the Man. The too 
pertinaciouſly contending for Victory, too of. 
ten deſtroys Charity, the Bond and Cement of 
Chriſtianity itfelf. But, if haughty, ſuperſti- 


tious Men, in ſuch Caſes, will ſhew their 


Parts, and by their aſſuming Confidence, diſ- 
turb the common Peace ; tho they will not in 
direct 
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direct Terms aſſume an Infallibility to them 
ſelves, yet by their great Confidence, one may 
eaſily perceive, that they pretend to no leſs. 

And in all theſe Caſes, if thoſe over-knowing 
Perſons will not examine their own Conceits 
by the Rules 1 have laid down, yet I beg 
their Admirers will; and if they ſhall find 
any of their Doctrines, or Poſitions, not qua- 
drate with the Attributes of God, thar they 
will reje& them, as the Inventions, and Fan- 
cies of aſpiring Men, and not believe them, 
or give any credit to them, tho they were 
deliver'd by an Angel; for this the inſpired 
Apoſtles commanded. And who then, that 
regards the written Word of God, can believe 
that any Power was deſigned by the Goſpel to any 

one, we cannot tell who he is, nor where to find, 
to make a new Goſpel from that deliver'd to 
us from the inſpired Apoſtles? And, as I 
ſaid before, there is no difference between the 
having a Power to make a new Goſpel, and 
a Power to make that Goſpel, by their Inter- 
pretarions, ſay what they pleaſe to have it, 
and a Power to oblige Men to ſubmit to their 
Gloſſes and Fancies. And thus they have made 
great uſe of this pretended Power; and that 
they have ſubverted the Religion inſtituted 
by our Saviour, and taught by his inſpired 
Apoſtles, will appear to all that will try the 
 Romiiſh Religion by the Rule J have preſcri- 
I take it to be an undeniable Truth, plainly 
expreſſed in the i that we arc Do 
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. or diminiſping any thing deliver 4 to 
us in the Goſpel; and I muſt confeſs, that if 
ſuch a Power is entruſted by the Goſpel, and 


lodged in the Pope, by a Power to interpret, 


then is the Edge of my . whole Diſcourſe 
blunted, and taken away. I beg-all thoſe 


that regard their own Salvation, to take theſe 
things into conſideration. Pure Religion i is ea- 
ſily known and diſcover'd: It is no more 
than to believe what God has revealed of him- 


ſelf in a manner worthy of him, vig. in the 


words God has revealed it; To love God a- 


bo ve all things, and to love my Neighbour as 


myſelf; to do his Will to the beſt of my 
knowledge; to be a partaker of the holy 
Sacraments ; to think moſt honourably of his 
holy Name; and when I have offended, to 
be heartily ſorry, and repent of my Miſdo- 


ings; and to guide all my Thoughts, Words, 


and Actions by the Rules he has Ea me in 


„ * 
Ihe Apoſtles were inſpired, that is, di- 
rected by the Divine Spirit; and thoſe Places 
in Scripture, which are wreſted by the am- 
bitious and domincering Prieſts, to make the 
the Pope infallible, and to make themſelves 
Spiritual Princes; and by which, ſome ambi- 
tious, ignorant Proteſtants, would prove them- 
ſelves to be the Embaſſadors of Heaven: thoſe 
Places, 1 athrm, were never meant, or intended 
for any others but only for the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves. For tho' it might agree with the Love, 
"Mercy, and Wiſdom of God, to govern the 
World 
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World by thoſe he had inſpired, yet it cannot 
conſiſt with thoſe Divine Attributes, to place 
ſuch an Authority in the Hands of proud, igno- 
rant, ſinful, covetous Men. 

Now to illuſtrate this further, let us inquire 
inte the Lives of the Popes, and we ſhall up- 
on due examination find many of them Ne- 
cromancers, Sorcerers, and the greateſt part 
of them wicked Men, made Popes for no Re- 
ligious Conſiderations, or by any good means, 
or for any Chriſtian Purpoſes ; and we ſhall 
find one of them a Woman, and a very Strum- 
pet, and many of them coming to their Infal- 
libility by Simony, or made Popes by the Em- 
peror, or by the Intereſt of other Princes, to 
ſerve their ſecular Intereſt. 

Theſe are moſt of them Matters of Fact, and 
Truths capable of being made out, by the Te- 
ſtimony of the bell Hiſtorians of the Ages they 
lived in. | 
Now then let any Man of the leaſt candour 
or ingenuity, that has any true Senſe of God, 
that has any regard for his Attributes, tell me if 
it can agree with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God, to entruſt an Infallibility, and the 
Powers of binding and looſing in Heaven and 
Earth, can it agree with the Love of God, to 
ſet ſuch Men to rule over and to preſide, and 
to give Laws to the World, whom he loved 
at that rate, as is expreſſed in the Teſtament ? 

Can any Man in his Senſes believe ſuch vile 
Creatures to be God's Vicegerents on Earth, 
from any Words ſpoke by our Saviour to St. 

Peter, 
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Peter, and that all Men from thoſe Words 


ſhould be obliged to ſubmit to them; and that 


by thoſe Words thoſe vile Wretches ſhould 
have a Power lodged in them to make a New 
Teſtament, differing from that our Saviour left 
us; a Power to make Saints of inhuman But- 
chers, Aſſaſſins of Princes, Gunpowder-Trea- 
fon Plotters, to damn and burn the Sober and 
Religious, for no other reaſon than becauſe 
they gave more Credit to our Saviour's Goſ- 
pel than to theirs, and therefore they executed 
them as the greateſt Criminals, as Hereticks ? 
Thus by their Power they deſtroy the Good and 
Religious, that will not comply with their 
Diabolical Inventions, and canonize Villains 
for no other reaſon than for endeavouring, with 
the hazard of their Lives, to promote and en- 
large the ſecular Intereſt of Popery. 

To make this ſtill more obvious, I will re- 
late a Paſſage mentioned by the beſt Hiſtorians 


of that Age: There was a Prieſt at Venice, that 


had raviſhed a Girl of nine years, and in order 
to conceal his crime and ſhame, he drowned her. 
The report of this heinous Offence reached the 
Ears of the Senate, who finding that the College 
he belonged to had not inflicted neceſſary and ex- 
emplary puniſhment on him, impriſoned him, 
in order to inflict exemplaty Puniſhment on 


him. There was at the fame time a Prieſt, 


that was Maſter of an Hoſpital in Venice, that 
uſed to rob on the High Way, who had de- 
bauched his own Siſter, and poiſoned his Fa- 


ther and Mother, and an honeſt good Prieſt. 


The 
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The Venetian Senate therefore not thinking 


ſuch Crimes fit to be tolerated in a civilize 


Government, impriſoned him alſo, in order to 


make him an Example. The Pope demanded 
theſe Men to be delivered to him, as not be- 
ing ſubject to any Secular Juriſdiction, by rea- 
ſon of their undelible Character. The Ve- 


netians refuſed to deliver their own Subjects, 
but would have puniſhed them by their own 
Laws, which they thought nothing could ex- 


empt ſuch vile Wretches from: Upon which, 
the Pope laid all the Venetian Territories un- 
der an Interdict, as well thoſe concerned in the 
Refuſal, as thoſe no ways concerned. The 
Venetians, at firſt, ſlighted the Holy Father's 
Thunder: the Pope therefore, in order to force 
them to a Compliance, prepared to make War 
againſt them, the Venetians prepared to defend 
themſelves: And the War had proceeded, and 
the Papal Authority had been decided by the 
Sword, had not Harry the Fourth, of France, 
mediated a Peace, by which the Venetians were 
forced to deliver theſe Men diſtinguiſhed by 
their uncommon Vices, as well as by their 
undelible Character, from the reſt of Man- 

KM: i | 
Should I give you all the remarkable Paſla- 
ges of this nature, I ſhould ſwell what 1 on- 
ly intend for a. Sheet or two, into a very large 
Volume ; but this one Inſtance may ſuffice to 
ask this queſtion once more : Can it conſiſt 
with the Love and Wiſdom of God, to place 
ſuch Power, in the hands of en Mey to 
5 amn 
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damn the good, and to reſcue the bad, nay 
the worſt of Men from the hands of Juſtice 3; 
to ſave the Rich, who with Money can grati- 
fy the covetous deſires of the Prieſt, and to pu- 
niſh the Poor, with a long, tedious Confine- 
ment in Purgatory, becauſe he has no Money 
to procure Maſſes for his poor Soul. | 

Is it poſſible for a Man, in his Wits, to be- 
lieve Rx the God of Love and Mercy has made 
Whores, Necromancers, Simoniacks, -Inter- 
preters of his Gaſpel, and by that Interpreta- 
tion to make a new Goſpel ; and has given 
Power to ſuch vile Wretches, to fave the Wick- 
ed, and to damn the Sober and Religious? 
Is it poſſible to believe, that the God of Mercy, 
Love and Wiſdom ſhould give Man Under- 
ſtanding, and after that require him to believe 
ſuch things of him, ſo contrary to his Divine 
Attributes and Perfections? Would the Autho- 
rity of the Church, (that is, the Knavery of the 
Prieſt, which they call by that prevailing Name) 
give Men but leave to conſider, and to con- 
ſult their own Reaſon, they then would, with- 
out any heſitation, declare that theſe things 

cannot be. And would Men but examine the 
Truth by their Judgments, and not take things 
upon truſt, and believe them, for no other rea- 


_ ſon, but becauſe they have been inculcated in- 


to them in their Youth, by. their Tutors and 
Prieſts, and that it makes them uneaſy to be- 
lieve that they have been ſo long deceived; 
could I remove thoſe Indolencies, thoſe Pre- 
judices, they would then aſſiſt me in explo- 
ding 
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ding thoſe, and many other ridiculous Foole- 
ries and blaſphemous Inventions, which only 
tend to. confirm and encreaſe the Power and 
Riches of the Prieſt. And would Men but try 
and examine all Religions and all Differences 
in Religion, by the certain aforementioned 
Rules, not only the Papiſts, but the Proteſtants 
of all Seats and Denominations, would forſake 
many of their groundleſs Opinions, would they 
but examine and try them, and ſce how they 
= quadrated with the Perfections of our Father 
which is in Heaven: Would they but endea- 
vour fo be perfect as our Father which is in 
Heaveu is perfect; would they agree to ſerve 
God in à manner worthy of him, Men would 
then love one the other, and that is highly re- 
quired of them by God; they would no longer 
cut one the other's Throat, and hate one the 
other, under the pretence and colour of Reli- 
gion; that is a Doctrine taught them only by 
the Devil and the Prieſt. „ 

Pure Religion teaches better things; were 
that in faſhion, Peace would be reſtored, Men 
would be happy that profeſſed Chriſtianity in 
all places where they lived, according to the 
Rules of the Chriſtian Religion. 

I have ſometimes with Admiration and Sor- 
row beheld the Diſputes that have been carry- 
ed on, with an unchriſtian Temper, and an 
unbecoming rude Zeal, amongſt Proteſtants, 
Relations, and Natives of the ſame Country, 
and dangerous to the pretended Religion, Li- 
bene and Properties of both ſides ; which 

«HT : H | would 
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would be all at once determined and decided 


by this unerring Rule of our Saviour 's, Be you 
perfett, as our Father which is in Heaven is 
perfect. The Perfections of God, as to his 
Wiſdom and Power, arc inimitable by us; all 
the Perfection we can imitate him in, is in 
Love, Mercy and Compaſlion, in putting Per- 
ſecutions, and all other Evils, as far as may be, 
from one the other ; in following the Example 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of our Faith, who 
went about doing good; and by our good Lives 


and Examples, to teach one the other to attain 


Heaven and: cternal Happineſs. 

It was theſe Thoughts that perſuaded . me to 
put Pen to Paper on this Occaſion, in deſpight 
of all Malice, III-Nature, and Revenge, I may 
expect from a deviliſh wicked Party, whoſe 
Practices I have expoſed, and whom I have, by 
fair Reaſon, and religious Arguments endea- 
voured to convert. and convince. 

It was theſe motives that made me endea- 
vour to perſuade Men to ſerve God in a man- 


ner wotthy of him, by loving God above all 


things, and their Neighbour as themſelves : 
They will then endeavour to do good to all 
Mankind, and ayoid retaliating Injuries and 
Injuſtice. I have therefore wrote this Diſcourſe 


to imitate the Example of the bleſſed Jeſus, and 


as far as my poor Capacity and Frailties will per- 


mit, to teach Men to pleaſe God, and to attain 
Heaven; hoping, by that means, that I my ſelf 


may in ſome meaſure atrain the Perfection men- 


tismen in Pony Text. | 
There 
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There are many Controverſies in the World, 
and too many Books wrote to ſerve private 
Views and Parties, to puzzle rather than to in- 
form Mankind ; for the Learned contend for 
Victory, and are aſhamed to be in the wrong; 
all ſides are fond of Maſtery, and moſt Men 
ſoured and prejudiced by Education, and the 
poor and ignorant have neither Money to buy 
Books, or Leiſure to read them, or Knowledge 
to diſcern or diſtinguiſh the artful Writings of 

the Learned. What therefore I have here 
wrote, is a Challenge to the Learned to an- 
ſwer or contradict, and an eaſy, cheap, and 
ſafe way for Men of weak Purſes, no great 
Capacities, and ſmall Learning, to examine 
Principles of Religion by, and to judge wr 
themſelves by an unerring Rule. 
All Chriſtians muſt own, that we ought to 
love God above all things, to think honoura- 
bly of his holy Name : And can a Man love a 
cruel Being? And what can be more cruel, what 
can be more diſhonourable Thoughts of God, 
than that he ſhould give Men Senſes andUnder- 
ſtanding to diſcern things, and require them to 
be guided by that,and after ſhould require them, 

under pain of Damnation, to believe what all 
their Senſes and Reaſon tell them was noto- 
riouſly falſe, and contradict his Attributes? 
And can theſe be humble Thoughts of God, to 

believe that he has, in any degree, given Pow- 
er to the Sinful and Wicked to damn the Good 
and Virtuous, and to ſave Reprobates and Sin- 


Ps In ſuch caſes, it is true, Men may dread 
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God for his Cruelty, fear him for his Omnipo- 
tency; but hardly admire him for his Wiſdom, 
or adore him for his Mercy and Goodneſs, or 

praiſe him for his Love and Compaſſion. 
And after Men have drawn ſuch horrid Pic- 
tures of God in their Minds, and have fixed 
ſuch ungodlike Ideas of him in their Hearts, 
and have formed ſuch cruel Pictures and Images 
of him in their Conceipts, they cannot poſſi- 
bly ſerve God in a manner worthy of him. 
God is Love, his chief Attributes are Mercy 
and Compaſlion ; he created all the Inhabitants 
of the Univerſe, and made a divine, paternal, 
comfortable Proviſion for them, to ſupply all 
their wants and neceſſities: God ſo loved Man, 
that he ſent his Son into the World, who by 
the Oblation of himſelf, for their Offences, 
and by his continual Interceſſion, procured a 
Pardon for the Sins of Men, and reconciled 
them to the Favour of God. This Saviour told 
us of the great Love of God to us, and com- 
manded us to love one the other; and theſe 
were the chiefeſt Leſſons his Apoſtles inculca- 
ted into his Followers; the practice of which 
would not only make Men happy in this 
World, but would be the certaineſt way to 
obtain the Favour of God, and by that means 
help us to attain eternal Happineſs in the next 
World, and make us ſharers of glory with the 
bleſſed Beings in Heaven. And who is it that has 
theſe juſt Repreſentations of God in his Mind, 
that can ceaſe to adore and admire his great Love 
and Compaſſion? And who! is it that believes 
rightly 
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rightly in God, and conforms and examines 
his Opinions and Practices by the Attributes of 

God, that can forbear ſpending his time and 
thoughts in praiſing of him, in adoring him out 
of Gratitude, and in ſerving God in a manner 
worthy of him ? Theſe Thoughts, and a ſuitable 
Behaviour, will demonſtrate that weare theChil- 
dren of our Father which is in Heaven. This is 
revealed Religion, and this will make us worthy 
partakers of the Sacrament Chriſt inſtituted, and 
will make us perfect as our Father which is 
in Heaven is perfecł. 

What ſtrange, abſurd and unworthy Opi- 
nions have too many who call themſelves, and 
pretend to be Prieſts? They tell us the Sacra- 
ment is a great Myſtery, and that no preparation 
or good diſpoſition of the Receivers will make 
them worthy partakers, ſo that they may re- 
ccive benefit from it, unleſs they receive it 
from the hands of one that derives his Miſſion 
and Succeſſion in a continued and uninterrupt- 
ed Line from the Apoſtles; and to make out 
this undelible Character, they are forced to 
maintain their Miſſion, and continue it from 
the laying on of Hands of Idolaters and Anti- 
chriſtians, to qualify themſelves. What Com- 
munion can Chriſt have with Belial ? This is a 
great Myſtery, above my Underſtanding : They 
_ willſignify to you, that tho' the Mind of the 

Receiver was good, and his Heart and Inten- 
tions upright, yet if there was not a due Suc- 
ceſſion of a Miſſion from the Apoſtles in the 
Hand that adminiſters it, in ſuch a caſe you 

can 
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can claim no advantage from the Sacrament, 
nor will the Receiver be eſteemed a worthy 
Receiver thereof : Theſe are Proteſtant Delu- 
ſions and Cheats, profane Abſurdities, and can- 
not quadrate with the Attributes of Gd. 
Theſe things proceed from the Pride of the 
Proteſtant Clergy, theſe Pretences are to make 
them equal to the Papiſts, in their , pretences 
to their Apoſtolical Claims, and above the Diſ- 
ſenters, who want thoſe pretences, and to 
make them the more valued and eſteemed, as 
Embaſſadors of Heaven; and to carry on this 
jeſt with a better grace, they will allow at this 
day any Pricſt that is converted to our Religion, 
they will admit him, without more ceremony, 
to officiate in our Churches. If they are as 
they, even the moſt modeſt, ſay, Idolaters, how 
can this agree with the Attributes of God, to 
admit an "Idolater to officiate, without more 
ceremony, becauſe many hundred years ago, 
one of thoſe, from whom he derives a ſuccel- 
ſion, was ordained by an Anti-Chriſtian Biſhop, 
dcriving his Miſſion from the Apoſtles? Surely 
an Apoſtate Chriſtian is worſe than an uncon- 
verted Pagan, and they may as well admit a 
Pricſt of Mars or Venus; but this they do to 
ſupport their undelible Character, and their Ti- 
tle, derived in the ſame manner, to their ab- 
ſolving Power and Embaſſadorſhip; and they 
will refuſe any of our own DiſſentingMiniſters, 
or any of the Foreign Churches, becauſe they 
will keep a ſuperiority over them, on account 
of their pretended Miſhon, 37 
y 


(85+) 
By theſe fooleries they perplex the minds of 
thoſe they have or. would delude; ſome poor, 
 over-zealous, for all their Sincerity and good 
Lives, doubt of their Salvation, becauſe they 
want the certainty of the Hand that gave them 
the Sacrament, being empowered ſo to do by 
an undeniable Miſſion and Succeſſion :. others 
place ſuch an entire confidence from the hand 
by which they receive the Sacrament, that tho' 
they live ſcandalouſly, yet they are too aſſured 
that they worthily receive it, by virtue of the 
Hand from which they receive it. The Prieſts 
tell us, that this i is a great Myſtery ; ; and indeed 
ſo it is. 

To me a great Excellency appears in the 
Chriſtian Religion above all others, v. that 
there is no Myſtery required to be performed 
of its Prieſt ; the Popiſh Prieſt tells us, that out 
of the ſame lump of Dough, one part goes to 
be put in Ale at the common Ale-Houſes, and 
that out of another part, they can make a God 
who never alters, in any reſpect, from the bit 
of Bread of which he was made ; no, nor if you 
place him by a bit of the ſame, neither he, nor 
any one can diſtinguiſh the Bread made God 
from the common bit not deifyed ; and that 
you muſt eat this God. A God without Attri- 
butes is ſuch a God as was never heard of before, 
this God has certainly no great knowledge, for 
if the Prieſt puts his helping hand, he will en- 
tcr into the Tabernacle of the moſt vicious, 
without any reluctancy, and at the inſtance of 
the Periſt, will incorporate himſelf with deadly 
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poiſon, and kill an Emperor. This Deity will 


go out with the Excrement, and help to manure ' 
and fir the Land to produce Materials fit to 
make Cakes for Ale, or more Gods, as Chance 
hall direct. 

Is it not more rational, more eaſy to con- 
ceive, that the Mountains we viſibly ſee to 
remain in the ſame places, gre removed and lie 
in the bottom of the Sea, and are removed by 
Faith ? Is there any, in the leaſt, the better 
proof, or more reaſon to believe, that the bit of 
Bread is tranſubſtantiated into a God, than to 
believe the Mountains we viſibly ſee are in the 
ſame places, are removed, by Faith, into the 
Sea. I am ſure ſee no difference, nor is there 
any the leaſt Reaſon to believe the one more 


than the other. The one to me is not ſo im- 


probable as the other, let one tell me if the Aſ- 
ſurances given to Faith are not as great to per- 
form viſible Miracles, as there is to the Prieſt to 
perform inviſible ones? A Man may conceive 
that the power of the Creator may change and 


remove any part of the Creation; there are 
many places in the World where Mountains 


are ſunk and covered with the Waters and 
Waves of the Sea, and there are Mountains in 
one Night's time that ariſe out of the Sea, and 
appear and remain firm Land and durable, ſo 
that this may be a viſible Miracle: but it is an 
Abſurdity never heard of before, an Impoſſibili- 
ty not conceivable, for a Creature to make its 
Creator. It is abundantly more ſurprizing 
than an inviſible Miracle; it is an inviſible Mi- 

racle 
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racle for a Prieſt for ſo much Money to ſay ſo 
many Maſles, and by them to bring a miſerable 
Sinner out of Purgatory : If this could be done, 
it would be a Miracle ; and not being ſeen, we 
may more properly term it an inviſible Mira- 
cle. -But this of Tranſubſtantiation is of a 
higher nature, it is viſible it is not, and there- 
fore viſible that it is not inviſible, for it is de- 
monſtrable it is not at all. | 
Surcly theſe horrid blaſphemous Abſurdities 
muſt make conſidering Perſons, who comply 
from the Terrors of the Inquilition, and Fears 
of Maſlacres and Puniſhments, Atheiſts; and 
muſt make thoſe, who lie under none of thoſe 
almoſt inſuperable and invincible Arguments, 
whenever they can wade thro the Deluſions o 
the Devil, inculcated into them in their tender 
Years, by which they have been ſo long abuſed 
and blinded by their Prieſt : ſurely if ever they 
can ſo far recover, as fairly to reflect and con- 
ſider, they muſt at the ſame time admire and 
abhor the wonderful Power of Education, that 
could poſſibly impoſe ſo far upon rational 
Creatures, as to make ſuch deep Impreſſions 
of ſuch ridiculous, horrid, 1 Blaſ- 
phemies, ſuch notorious falſe Ideas in their ten- 
der Minds, which riper Judgment and better 
Reaſon could not alter or eraſe. 
Iheſe horrid Deluſions of the Devil, for ſo 
I may juſtly call them, ſince they tend to rob 
God of his Honour, and transfer that to a ſenſe- 
| leſs Creature which is only due to him, and 
ſince they impr int in the Minds of Men ſuch 
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unworthy Thoughts of the all-wiſe, merciful, 
good God; and ſurely if what does not qua- 
drate with the Attributes of God cannot be any 
part of Religion revealed by God, what is ſo op- 
poſite as theſe fooliſh, blaſphemous, groundleſs, 
ridiculous Pretences are, muſt be the Inventions 
of Satan to ruin Mankind, by making them ſo 
highly offend God; and as ſuch they ought to 
be rejected by all that love God, and have any 
regard for revealed Religion: and if thoſe who 
call themſelves Prieſts, have any of them more 
regard for the Salvation of their own Souls, 
than they have to enſlave the Laity, and make 
themſelves great and rich, I hope they will 
take theſe Truths into their more ſerious Con- 
ſiderations, and for their own good, help to 
reclaim thoſe they have miſ-led and deceiyed. 
This is not beyond my Wiſhes, tho it may ex- 

ceed my Expectations. 

If one could be really perſuaded, that God 
created two diſtin& Species of Mankind, the 
one to judge for himſelf and others, and the 
other to be judged for, and not ſo much as to 
judge for himſelf, and we could learn the mark 
to know who are to judge, and who are to be 
judged for: This might, in ſome meaſure, an- 
ſwer all I have been contending for. But upon 
ſecond Thoughts, theſe marks are pretty ob- 
vious; for Men in Power are, or will, whether 
they ought or not, be Judges both for them- 
ſelves and others, and oblige them to conform 
their Opinions to their own Sentiments : but 
if this will not be allowed of; as an unchriſtian 
, 


(59) 
Method, and unconformible to the primitive 

Practice, as it is probable it may, then it muſt 
be granted, that thoſe who believe that God 
has created Man after his own Image, can hard- 
ly be prevailed on to believe that God ſhould 
empower any Mortal Being to deface his Image, 
and in the place of it to imprint that of him- 
ſelf. Can any one, that will but give him- 
ſelf leave to think at all, believe that ever God 
ſhould entruſt a power in the hands of thoſe 
that are ſo far from being any jot better than 
others, that they are generally the worſt of 
Mankind? 

It is worth time to conſider the difference 
between the powers God gave the Apoſtles, 
and the powers theſe pretended Succeſſors aſ- 
ſume to themſelves, as Succeſlors to St. Peter. 
The Apoſtles were inſpired, and had power gi- 
ven them by God to heal the Sick, to cure the 
Infirm, and to do good to Mankind, for nothing; 
for they had freely received, and freely were to 


give and beſtow : And ſo they did, they did vi- 


fible Miracles in the face of the World. The 


Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, by vainly and im- 
pertinently wreſting of Seripture, aſſume all 
the Powers the Apoſtles really had, but they can 
do nothing the Apoſtles did: The Apoſtles 
freely received, and therefore freely gave. The 
Pope, who is truly St. Peters Succeſſor, often 
comes into the Succeſſion by Money, and in- 
direct means, ſells all the good he does for 
Money ; and, what is ſomething worſe, takes 
Money for what he cannot do, more than by 

12 his 
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his Pretenſions. on poor deluded Wretches, 
whom he cheats out of their Money for no- 
thing. In Zather's time, the Pope's debauchd 
immoral Officers ſold Pardons for Sins publick- 
Iy, as in a Market. I have ſeen ſome Pardons 
that remitted Sins, not only of the immediate 
Purchaſer, but even the Sins of his remoter 
Poſterity ; and there is no doubt to be made 
of it, but that it did the one as much good as 
the other: And the ſame, or very near, may 
be purchaſed at this day at the Jubilees. But 

tho' theſe things may ſeem not to be exactly a- 
grecable to the Apoſtolical manner; yet this 
may be palliated, if not excuſed: The Apoſtles 
freely received, and therefore might freely give; 
but it often coſts the Popes large Sums to come 
into the Office, and it is in that caſe but rea- 
ſonable he may ſell again. | 
But to conclude, can theſe: things a 
with the Attributes of God, or can the Inven- 
ters or Impoſers of theſe horrid Blaſphemies, 
or thoſe that are ſo far impoſed on, believe 
honourably of God, Chriſt, or of his Laws and 
Goſpel ? And indeed many of the Proteſtant 
Notions are intolerable, and on ſome account 
leſs to be juſtified than the Papiſts; for the Pro- 
teſtants pretend that their Eyes are open, and 
that they are to judge for themſelves, and that 
Senſe and Reaſon is to be their Pope, their 
Guide; it is hardly poſſible for them to believe 
that God, who inſpired the Apoſtles, and be- 
ſtowed many {ſpiritual Gifts on them, and pro- 


miſed to be with * to the End of the "I 
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chat thoſe Gifts ſhould be hereditary, and de- 
ſcend, like Land entailed, on the bad as well 
as on the good, if they could make out their 
claim by Deſcent. 

They would perſuade us, that Idolaters can 
give Chriſtian Orders, and that unleſs they had 
received Orders from Idolaters, they could not 
beneficially adminiſter the neceſſarySacraments; 
and that all thoſe who are not ſo qualified, are 
incapable of beneficially adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ments; and that they themſelves, tho from 
thoſe Idolaters they received Orders to tran- 
ſubſtantiate Bread into God, yet that they don't 
pretend to, by virtue of thoſe Orders, but diſ- 
claim the power of doing it; but by virtue of 
thoſe Orders they put in their claim to an unde- 
lible Character, and to be Embafladors of Hea- 
ven, and to adminiſter the Sacrament of Bread 
and Wine beneficially. Surely theſe things 
need no Arguments to expole them, and are 
made out beyond denyal by their admitting the 
converted Pricſts to officiate in our Churches 
without more Ceremony, and to keep out all 
ſorts, and all manner of Proteſtant Miniſters 
out of our Churches, leſt they ſhould profane 
them, without Re-ordination. This is viſible, 
the Pride and Invention and Arts of our Cler- 
gy, to make themſelves equal with the Papiſt 
Prieſts, and ſuperior to all the Proteſtant Mi- 
niſters : But they pretend a Succeſſion neceſſa- 
ry, and many Privileges and Immunities at- 
tending that Succeſſion, as a Power to abſolve 
Sins, to excommunicate. Sure the deriving 

ſuch 


. Sinner 15 delivered over to the Secular Power, 
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fuch Powers and ſuch Authority as deſcended 
lincally to them from the Apoſtles, by ſuch 
naughty hands; are not to be juſtified by the Rules 
I have laid down, nor to be ſupported by any 
rational Account. It is true, in the primitive 
times, the Biſhop, that was the ſame with him 


we now call Parſon, did, with the conſent of 


the Congregation, excommunicate diſorderly 
Perſons, that is, -put them out of the Commu- 
nion of that Chriſtian Society, which was then 
eſteemed a ſevere Puniſhment ; tho' in our 
days, tho' they pretend, from their Popiſh Apo- 


ſtolical Miſſion, a Power only delegated to the 


Clergy, to Excommunicate and Abſolve, yet 
this Power is often entruſted in the hands of 
Laymen, who are often Chancellors, and the 
Practices are in other things not altogether 
Primitive or Apoſtolical. Here Money, if you 
are Excommunicated, will abſolve you; in thoſe 
days, Men were not re-admitted into the 
Church, without the approbation- of the Con- 
gregation, as well as that of the Biſhop. In 
thoſe days, thoſe Cenſures were not inflicted 
for mere Trifles ; in out days, if one poor filly 
Creature calls the other Whore, ſhe is put by 
the affronted Adverſary into the Chancellor's 
Court, then comes out a Citation and Sum- 
mons, and tor want of Knowledge the poor 
Creature never appears, or it may be for want 
of Money cannot ; then comes out an Excom- 
munication, and then a Writ de Excommuni-' 
cato capiendo, by means of which this trifling 


and 
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and i 8 or ſhe muſt remain 
_ till a general Pardon, or till the angry Oppo- 
nent is content to forgive her, and Money is 
raiſed by contribution and begging, to pay thg 
exorbitant Fees of the Court. There are ma- 
ny ruined by the Expences they arc at in paying 
the Fees of this Court, and many thouſands, 
from a comfortable Subſiſtence, reduced to a 
neceſlity of being ſupported from the Alms of 
thePariſh. Thus is thatprimitive excellentInſtitu- 
tion,deſigned merely for the correcting of Men's 
manners, and the deterring them from com- 
mitting heinous Crimes, without any Expence, 
turn'd into a Proteſtant Inquiſition, of no other 
uſe or tendency but to fill the Pockets of the 
rapacious Officers of the Court, to the ruin of- 
ten of both the Bodies and Souls of the poor 
Sufferers. | 
Now the only thing! have further to inquire 
into, is, to examine what will become of the be- 
loved neceſſary Apoſtolical Miſſion, and the 
Immunities attending this uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion: but indeed I find no difficulty in this 
matter, for all difficult places muſt be explained 
by one another, and reconciled; and that muſt 
be allowed to be the beſt Expoſition and In- 
terpretation, that moſt quadrates with the Ho- 
nour and Glory of God and his Attributes. 


For my part, I cannot conceive that an Idolater, 


one that has corrupted and cndeavoured to al- 
ter the Religion Chriſt inſtituted, can be an 
Embaſſador of Heaven, or be endued with any 
Divine Privileges, which they have received 
| | from 
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(64) | 
from the Impoſit tion from bad Men upon bad 
Men almoſt even from the Apoſtles time. x 
See how tenacious theſe Men are of their 
Pride and Fooleries; for rather than they will 
part with them, they will tell us, that our Reli- 
gion, which they have for Secular Intereſt fo 


long and ſo artfully corrupted, muſt of neceſſi- 


ry fail and be extinguiſhed, if the Apoſtolical 
Succeſſion and Miſſion ſhall not be allowed of. 
I therefore, to put a Stop and an End to theſe 
idle Stories and Inventions, do affirm, that 
whatever Teacher does inſtruct and teach o- 
thers the Goſpel Rules, and the Laws of the 
Religion Chriſt inſtituted, tho he can derive 
no Apoſtolical Miſhon by the Impoſition of 
Idolatrous Sinful Hands, is, notwithſtanding all 
that, an Embaſſador of Chriſt, and a true Suc- 


ceſſor of the Apoſtles. God we know is able out 
of Stones to raiſe up Seed to Abraham ; thoſe 


that do the Will of his Father, are his Brothers, 
his Siſters and Mother, and I may ſay his Apo- 
ſtles. And at the ſame time, thoſe who corrupt 


his Religion by ſelfiſh Inventions, enſlave his 


People, and are Idolaters, can receive no be- 
nefit by any pretences of an Apoſtolical Miſ- 
ſion, or Succeſſion, their Portion will be with 
the wicked. 
My Intentions are not in the leaf to expoſe 

the Eſtabliſhed Church, nor to inveigh againſt 


Popery; all J aim at, is to lay down Rules pro- 


per for my ſelf and other Chriſtians to try and 


examine their Religion by. Men of this Age 


have 3 too much, or too little Religion; 
when 


— 


I can ſay or do ſhould make a general Reforma- 


Reſentment. I have wrote in favour of no 
ther amend then offend them. The chief Aim, 


cus Plato, amicus Socrates, ſed magis amica 


may not appear to be exactly Primitive and A- 


things under their Conſideration, they may, 


I aim at or pretend to, is to offer a Rule for the 


his Religion by; and I may ſay it is ſuch a Rule 
K 


487 
When 15. Zeal carries . beyond the 
Rules of revealed Religion, and perſuades them 
to make Converts by force, that is, When the 
Prieſts get the aſcendant over them; 3 they di- 
ſturb the Peace of the World, and tyrannize 
oyer the Conſciences of their Subjects, and that 
may be truly ſaid to be too much: when Men 
pretend Religion to carry on private Intereſts 
and Views, CY is too little. 
It is too much for me to expect, that any thing 


tion: No, I expect nothing more but a general | 


Sect or Party, I have laid open the Errors that 
came in my way, and ſhould be glad I could ra- 


and Religion of the Clergy ſeems to be their 
Zeal to get the beſt Church-Preferments. Ami- 


veritas. He is eſteemed generally the greateſt 
Churchman, who has themoſt and greateſtDigni- | 
ties, Poſſeſſions and Church-Preferments and 
Revenues. It may be, upon dueConſiderationthis 


poſtolical; and if thoſe great Men take theſe 


like the rich Man in the Goſpel, go away ſor- 
rowful. I have therefore ſmall hopes of ever 
ſecing Chriſtianity reſtored to its primitive Pu- 
rity by a general Reformation. All therefore 


private well-meaning Man to examine and try 


that 
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that the moſt” obſtinate Sinner, or the cun- 
ningeſt Jeſuit, or the moſt audacious High- 
Charckmin, cannot contradict or oppoſe, vis. 
that whatever Religion, or part of Religion, 
does not quadrate with the Divine Attri- 
butes of God, cannot be the Religion Chriſt 
inſtituted, or his Apoſtles taught ; and therefore 
ought to be rejected as the Inventions of Satan, 
and wicked Men, his Inſtruments, as dangerous 
to the Salvation of Men. 

The God of all Power and Glory make us 
perfect as far as may be in this World, that we 
may live with him when time ſhall be no more 
in the next World. 


The parle 's ANSWER yy the 
Vero B Book. 


HE Queſtion is, whether Chriſt inſti- 
Si tuted the Sacrament of the Lord's- 
Supper, and the Prieſthood, with an 
Intent that the ſame ſhould be propa- 
gated, and continue to After-Ages, or no. 

I anſwer affirmatively, becauſe the Matter of 
Fact appears in the Holy Bible to be ſully ſet 
forth, and is plainly related therein to be, 

That Chriſt openly in the Syna- 
gogue, before the Jews at Caper- 
naum, declared and publiſhed, that he is the 
Bread of Life, and that he muſt be 
believed therein as being the Son of 
God. 

At which Declaration the Jews murmur'd, 
Notwithſtanding which, Chriſt : 
gain affirmed and aſſured them, 3 * 
that he is of God, and muſt be be- ; 
| lieved : And that he is the Bread of Life, and 
that the ſaid Bread is his Fleſh, which he will 
give for the Life of the World. "+ 

Upon which plain and poſitive Affirmation, 
the fews ſtrove amongſt themſelves, ſaying 
K 2 * 
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he did. 


(6%), 
| how can this Man give us his Fleſh 
W „ to eat? Whereupon ' Chriſt again 

„ poſitively informed and 5 
them ee Advantage of eating 
his Fleſh and drinking his Blood. | 

Upon this laſt poſitive Aſſurance even many 
i. . 8. of his: Diſciples ſaid, twas a hard 

ſeq, faying,'whocanhearit? and went 
back, and Walked no more with 

him : upon which Chriſt ſpoke to the Twelve, 
who readily declared they did believe. 
Mit.26 1 Some time afterwards. Chriſt 
©, ** didin Fact actually take Bread 
and the Cup, and bleſt the ame, 
and gave the ſame to the Twelve 
to cat and drink, affirming and 
bs e them! it was his Body and 
Blood. ey 

From Ke foregoing plain and full Account 
of ſo many diſtin Circumſtances of Facts and 
affirmative Sayings, 1 abſolutely conclude, that 
Chriſt did in fact give his Body and Blood to be 
eaten and drunk, according as he aid. And 
the Queſtion, How can this Man give his 
Fleſh to be eaten? made by the Fews,, is an- 
ſwered, The Son of God was able to do what 
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"Barnabas and Paul v were ordain- 
Att. 13. e. 3. , ed forthe Miniſtry by impoſition of 
Hands, and they did practiſe the 
bleſſing of Bread and the Cup into the Com- 
| Cor rde. munion of the Body and Blood of 
14 „  Chiiſt, * e gave proper In- 


oF ſtructions 
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ſtructions and Cautions about the worthily eat- 
ing and drinking the ſame ſo bleſt. And he 
alto ſent Titus to ordain others in every City. 
For any of which Actions Paul had been in- 
fallibly rejected by Men of Senſe, | 

if Chriſt had not Inſtituted and Au- Tit. 1. c. 5. v. 
thoriſed the ſame. 4 et 


CO Ne 


STR, i; 

Ou much miſtook the Queſtion, which 
| was by no means, Whether Chriſt inſti- 
tuted the Sacrament or not? but the Queſtion 
is, Whether at the Inſtitution Chriſt tranſubſtan- 
tiated the Bread and Cup into Fleſh and Blood? 
And if he did fo do, if at that time he empower- 
ed his Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, whenever 
they adminiſtred it totranſubſtantiate it ? And if 
he did not, at that time, give them ſuch Pow- 
er, at what other time they received ſuch a 

Power from him? 
| I am the more inquiſitive about theſe mat- 
ters, being an utter Stranger to them, not 
finding in my Bible the leaſt matter relating 
to this Controverſy. All the Proteſtants of 
my Acquaintance do believe that the Sacrament. 
was inſtituted by Chriſt, and the wiſeſt of them 
that will not let thoſe who call themſelves the 
Embaſſadors of Heaven, and pretend to a Do- 
minion over n pull out their Eyes, and 
tuck 


— 


e a 
mah their Senſes under their Girdles : Theſe 


| Proteſtants, who will not ſubmit to their 
Prieſts Judgment wholly, they have examined 


their Authority, and find their Pretences to 
have no other Foundation, but their own Pride 
and Ignorance. Theſe Proteſtants, as they 
believe that Chriſt inſtituted a Sacrament, ſo 
mY believe it to be an indiſpenſable Duty 
o ſpeak. and believe honourably of God; and 
cin themſelves therefore obliged, if any 
difficulty ariſes, if any Text of Scripture 
ſhould ſeem to vary or differ in its meaning 
from the other, to interpret and reconcile them 
ſo one with another, in ſuch a manner as may 


tend more to the Honour of God, than to the 
Advantage of the Prieſt. As for Example: In 
| thoſe Places, where our Saviour ſays, 1 am the 


Door, I am the Vine, they never imagine, 
that our Saviour inviſibly transform'd himſelf 
into a Door, or into a Tree, tho he appear d at 
the ſame time to the World in the form of a 
Man: Nor can they believe, when he ſaid, 
the Bread Was his Fleſh, and the Cup was his 
Blood, that he any more required them to be- 
lieve, the Bread and the Cup, which they ſaw 
no way altered, to be his Fleſh and Blood, 

than they did believe that he was transformed 

into a Door or a Tree. The Cup probably was 
made of very hard Metal, and could leſs reſem- 


ble Blood than the Bread did Fleſh : But to ſof- 


ten that, I know you will tell me that was 
meant figuratively for the Drink in the Cup. 


1 + grant ir; and I hope, at the ſame time, 


upon 


(enn 
upon due conſideration, that you will grant, 
that the whole was figurative, and if you refuſe 
that, I muſt then deſire you to ſhew what Au- 
thority you have more than I have of approv- 
ing and rejecting what you pleaſe : And if that 
is uneaſy to you, I muſt, to enforce my Argu- 
ment, tell you that it was a common figure a- 

mongſt the Jews to expreſs, and to call the 
reſemblance of things, by the name of thoſe 
things they intended to repreſent ; as, { am the 
Door, Tamthe Vine, this is the Lamb, theſe 
are the bitter Herbs your Fathers eat in Egypt. 
And after the ſame manner of Speech, at the 
Inſtitution of the Sacrament, our Saviour ſays, 
This is my Body, this is my Blood. You muſt 
grant tart the Zews knew it could not be the 
ſame Lamb, or the ſame Herbs, and that the 
Apoſtles knew, and ſaw it to be Sops of Bread, 

and not his Body ; for a little after, they tell 
us, after the Sop enter d into him, and not at- 
ter the Body of Chriſt enter d into him. More- 
over, the Primitive Chriſtians were ſo great 
Strangers to the knowledge of the thing, that 
for the firſt Centuries the word Tranſubſtantia- 
tion was not known. Certainly therefore this 
muſt be an Invention of the Prieſts, of the lat- 
ter and darker Times, in order to magnify them- 
ſelves to the People, to let them ſee how great 
they were that could make Ged. But oh! it is 
horrid to reflect on it, that Men ſhould thus 
trifle with their own, and the Salvation of o- 
thers, only to gratify their own Pride and Am- 


bition. | 
Why 


(i 

Why will they do Miracles by halves, and | 
why will they not tell us, they had turn'd the 
hard Cup into Chriſt's Blood? for Chriſt ſaid, 
Take the Cup, &c. and it would be no greater 
a Miracle, and very like the other, inviſible, 
and why ſhould you ſtick at it? It is no more 


difficult to tranſubſtantiate the Cup into 


Chriſt's Blood, than the Bread into his Fleſh ; 
and any one may believe the one, as eaſily as he 
may the other : We ſee the Bread the ſame it 


. was before, we ſee the Cup the ſame, and let 
any Man living give me a good Reaſon why 
one inviſible Miracle may not be done as well 


as another ? Truly; for my part I can frame no 
Argument td'the contrary. But after all, I can 
hardly allow this to be ſo much as an inviſible 
Miracle. Were I to define an inviſible Mira- 
cle it ſhould be thus: If I tell a Man a thing im- 
poſlible to be performed by any human Arts 
or natural Means; now if I affirm this to be 
done, and it was done at ſuch a diſtance of 


time and place, that he can be only convinced 


of the truth of it from my Affirmation, if he 
believes this, it may be ſaid to be an inviſible 


| Miracle. As for inſtance : God has told us 


how difficult a thing it is for a rich Man to, be 
faved : Why in reality, ſays the Pricſt, God is 


miſtaken, for if the rich Man's Friends will 


raiſe Money enough, and will give it me to 
have Maſſes ſaid for his Soul, I will pray him 
out of Purg t xy; and the poor Man's Soul, 
which has leſs tranſgreſſed, Þ Becauſchis Friends 
cannot raiſe Money, ſhathiremain longer in 
. . . a Purga- 


 Can3) 


' Purgatory, and fry there. Now this may be 
ſaid to be an inviſible, Miracle to thoſe that be- 


lieve this, for they muſt take it on Report; 


for really Purgatory is ſo. difficult a place to be 


found, that it is impoſlible to. gO thither to find 


the Truth by any other way. And this one 
Inſtance may ſuffice any conſidering Perſon, to 


diſcover the Cheat of the Prieſts, and may alone 


demonſtrate, that they have perverted the whole 
Religion Chriſt inſtituted, and his bel Abende 
rice and. Xmbition, Bur truly Icannot allow 
Tranſubſtantiation ſo much honour, as to be 
an inviſible Miracle, or any pretence to it; 
for our Reaſon, our Sight, all our Senſes con- 
vince us it is not; it is viſible to us that it is 
not inviſible: But ſhould I allow that, it would 
be no great Conceſſion; that meaning no more 
than an Impudent, Audacious Suggeſtion and 


Invention of the Prieſts, by a hard Word to 


impoſe on the fooliſh - Zap and regelte of 
the People. 

And now tho what I have ſaid is unan ſwera- 
ble, and ſuch glaring plain Truths, that they 
are not capable of any Contradiction, and might 
give me Hopes and Confidence ſufficient to 
expect, that upon due Reflections, my honeſt 
good Friend and Neighbour would be no lon- 
ger prevailed on by the groſs Deluſions and 
Prieſt: craft; and tho I muſt believe it to be 

uſeleſs to prove that not to be, which in my o- 
ther Paper I demonſtrated from the nature of 
the thing to be impoſſible to be, becauſe it did 


7 ; not e with the Attriburcs of God, and 
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2 *. | „ 
that therefore it was very manifeſt that thePrieſts 


Vreſted the Meaning of the Scripture, to pal- 
liate ſome things, and to perſuade other things 
more to deccive than beneficially to inſtruct 
Mankind. | 


But notwithſtanding all this, in hopes to give 


you an entire ſatisfaction, Iwill follow them 


thro'all their Meanders and dark Lurking-Holes; 


and in order to it, let us ſuppoſe that all Quo- 
tations ought to be taken in the literal Senſe, 
as the Words ſeem to import; and that I think 
to be the beſt way of underſtanding the Scrip- 
tures, tho figurative Expreſſions cannot be ſo 
taken: But I can by no means ſee how this 
will beany way ſerviceable to the Popiſh Cauſe. 
You obſerve in the Synagogue at Capernaum, 


that Chriſt declared that he was the Bread of 


Life, and you ſay we muſt believe it, becauſe 


Gad ſaid it, and that this Bread was his Fleſh, 
which he will give for the Life of the World. 
This was a great while before the Inſtitution of 
the Lord's Supper, and in my Opinion had no 
relation to it: And from it in my Opinion you 
may as eaſily prove Supererrogation, Praying 
to Saints, and Adoring Images, as you can 
from thoſe Words prove Tranſubſtantiation. 
It does not therefore appear to me in the leaſt,by 
that Expreſſion, that Chriſt did then turn Bread 


into his Body; we do not find at that time 


there was any Bread by him. Now tho'I think 
I am obliged to believe every thing Chriſt ſaid, 
yet I cannot take my ſelf to be obliged to be- 
lieve every thing you ſay Chriſt ſaid, unleſs 
from better conviction you can ſatisfy me that 


* 
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Chriſt ſaid fo : But it may be you will give a full 
Anſwer to this, vi. that Chriſt made the Pope 
Infallible, and to and with him Chriſt entruſted 
the Interpretation of the Scriptures ; and by his 
Interpretation you may tell me the Pope ſays, by 
thoſe Words Chriſt meant he would turn Bread 
into his Fleſh ; and. therefore you muſt believe, 
it, becauſe by thoſe Words the Pope ſays Chriſt 
ſaid ſo. It is true, if the Pope has a Power given 
by Chriſt of interpreting of Scripture, and of 
commanding my Aſſent to his Interpretation, I 
muſt own it that Chriſt has given the Pope pow- 
er to make a new Goſpel ; for it is really the 
| ſame to have power to make a new Goſpel, as 
to have power to make the old ſay what you 
pleaſe. But this hardly agreeing with the Attri- 
butes of God, and for that reaſon it may take up 


ſome time to convince me of that; and there- 


fore I will proceed, and explain this foremen- 


tioned Text, as well as I can: And to me the 
meaning ſeems to be this, and only this; that as 


the Bread was the Staff of the natural Life, with- 
out which the Neceſſities of Human Nature 
could not be ſupported ; ſo in alluſion to that, 
_ Chriſt ſays, neither can Men attain the Eternal 

Bleſſed Life, without the help of the Heavenly 
Bread ; and our Saviour ſays, that he will give us 
that heavenly Bread, and that theBread of Life was 
his Fleſh, which he will give for the Life of the 
World : That is, that in his Fleſh he will ſuffer the 
Shame of the Croſs, all manner of Indignities, the 


Pains and Agony of Death, and that is the Bread 


that he will give for the Life of the World; and 
all this hath he done to reconcile the offended 
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Father to us. You ay, that the Fews were diſ- 


pleas'd with this figurative way of Diſcourſe, 


and upon it many of them choſe rather to for- 
ſake Chriſt, than to believe things that were ſo 
harſh'to them. We find, that at other times 


Chriſt ſpoke to them in Parables, and not ex- 


plained them to any, but to his Apoſtles : Our 
Saviour knew all things, he knew that they ex- 
pected a great Temporal Prince, and it may be 
he knew the Explanation would not have con- 
vinced them, and we have reaſon to believe it 


would not, for we find, that when he told even 


his Apoſtles, what things ſhould befall him, they 
could not receive it: And pray, good Sir, if the 


cating the Bread and Wine, in remembrance 
of his Love and Mercy to us, might be as be- 


neficial to us as the eating of his real Body and 
Blood; what Objection can you make to it! 
And can youdeny, that he had not power to 
order it ſo ? And can you, after this, deny that 


he did ſo order it? Every thing elſe was confirm- 


ed by viſible Miracles, which demonſtrated the 
Authority of the Author of our Religion, and 
from the certainty of them commanded the 
complyance of Men: And it is very ſurprizing 
to conſider, that this, which would have been 


the greateſt of all, ſnould be the only inviſible 


one. Now tho' Iwill not preſume to ſay what 


our Saviour could not do, yet I believe J have 


ſaid enough to perſuade any rational Man, that 
he never did it, nor ever intended it; but for all 
that, I will grant that our Saviour did tranſub- 
ſtantiate, and yet you will find your ſelves ne- 
yer the better for ſuch a Conceſſion: For if he 
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had done that, is there any Promiſe that the 1 

Prieſts, who are the Dregs of Mank ind, ſhould | 

beable to do, or could do what our Saviour | 

did? The Prieſt can do no viſible Miracles; 
no inviſible Miracles did Chriſt, or his Apoſtles 
ever pretend to do. Oh! horrid Cheat, and 
Impudence ! | 
But now let us examine- your Pretences to 
what you ſo barefacedly and boldly claim. 

Why you tell us, Barnabas and Paul were o. 

dained for the Miniſtry, by Impoſition of Hands, 8 

and that they did practiſe the Bleſſing of Bread | 

| 

| 


j 


and Wine: This is very probable ; _ how will 
this ſupport Tranſubſtantiation ? Can we find 
any one place of Scripture that empowered | 
the Apoſtles to do this? Can we find any | 
| Footſteps in the firſt Centuries, that ever the 
* or their immediate Succeſſors, at- 
tempted to do this, or ſo much as ever pre- 
tended to it? You would have us believe that 
all the Promiſes, Powers, and Authority veſted 
and lodged in the Apoſtles by Chriſt, are, 
by a continued Succeſſion, lodged in your 
Prieſts, whom you call their Succeſſors? What 
in the leaſt could you be the better for theſe 
Pretences, unleſs you could prove at the ſame 
time, that the Apoſtles ever did, or pretended 
that they could tranſubſtantiate? Unleſs you 
prove that, what will your Pretences of a 
continual Miſſion and Succeſſion ſignify ? And 
if you could prove that, your Claim, upon 
duc Examination, would appear as vain and 
_ inviſible as your Miracles now are. 
_ Your tell us, that Paul and Barnabas were 
8, + ordained 
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( 
ordained by the Impoſition of Hands, and that | 
they bleſſed the Bread and the Cup, and that 
Paul gave proper Inſtructions and Caution for 
the worthy receiving of it. This is the moſt 
I can make of what you offer, and from thoſe 
Words, I proteſt I cannot find any thing that 
can induce me to fancy that either of the 
Apoſtles did ever tranſubſtantiate, or that they 
had by theſe Words a Power delegated to 


them fo todo; and then ſurely the Claim of 


their Succeſſors cannot be more valuable. You 
lay great hold on nothing but empty Words, 
as Miſſion, ' Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, un- 
delible Character, which in reality are on- 
Iy Mock Shews, and Cheats, to amuſe and de- 
lude Fools, and to pleaſe Children in Under- 
ſtanding with. What ſtrange Notions muſt 
thoſe Men have of God, who can believe that 
if one bad Man lays his Hands upon another, 
and fo on; yet if they can derive an Impoſi- 
tion of Hands above 1700 Years ſince, from 
one good Man, yet by virtue of the Succe(- 
ſion, all theſe bad Men were Embaſladors of 
Chriſt, endued with all Apoſtolical Virtues 
and Powers, can bind and looſe in Heaven and 
Earth, for all the continuance. of their own 
unworthy ſucceſſive Vileneſs? Surely they muſt 
conclude, that God is much delighted with 
Impoſition of Hands and Succeſſion. God re- 
quires the Heart: And we never heard, before 
Maſles came in faſhion, that Lip-Service was 
ever acceptable to Heaven, nor can one imagine 
that the Service of the Hand ſhould be more 
acceptable than that of the . We have an 
4 en 
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Inſtance i in the Siphare: that comes near this 
Caſe ; we find St. Peter, when his Heart was 
upright, was made your Cephas : and imme- 
_ diatcly after, when he offended, he was order- 
ed to get behind, and called Satan. And can 
a Man that believes honourably of God, ſup- 
poſe any Power or Virtue Apoſtolical, can by 
virtue of a vile Succeſſion, deſcend to Idola- 
ters, Symoniacks, Corrupters of God's Word, 
to unholy and ſelf-interefted Men? Theſe 
things being ſo oppoſite to common Senſe, 
cannot agree with the Attributes of the All- 
wiſe God, therefore cannot be; nor can the 
Art or Invention of the ſubrileſt Jeſuit, or 
ableſt Sophiſter, find any colour to palliate, 
much leſs to ſupport them. 
I have only mentioned theſe things i in an- 
ſwer to yours; but if you will look into any 
other part of Popery, and examine and try 
how the praying in an unknown Tongue, 
Works of Superertogation, Praying to Saints, 
Adoring Images, can quadrate with the Attri- . 
butes of God, an undeniable ſafe Rule to try 
Religion by; I dare ſay, upon due inquiry, if 
you will examine and try Popery by that un- 
erring Rule, you will find it a total Deviation 

from the Goſpel, and an entire Corruption of 
that holy Religion Chriſt inſtituted, and little 


more of Chriſtianity in it but the Name. And | 


certainly theſe Powers and Promiſes which 
proud Men apply modeſtly to the Church, that 
they may with more Confidence appropriate 
it to themſelves, could be intended for no o- 
thers but the holy Apoſtles, and inſpired Men: 
But 
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„ But for all alt, becauſe of that promiſe of | 
Chriſts, u hich 100 rely ſo much, vis; 


„ that Cha we would be with a to the end of 
the World; to humour you! what Lean; I 
will allow this to extend to the Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles. I have Cafficientlyproved yho 
* are not the Succeſſors meant in 
Now, then, let us. inquire who. thoſe Succeſlors 
are, and how tö find them. Say not within 
| Voüͤrfelves, that we can derive a Succeſſion 
fro dhe Apoſtles, and that by our undelible 
N Character, by the continual Succeſſion by Im- 
8 poſition of Hands, from St. Peter and St. Paul, 
1 and the chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, we can bind 
and looſe in Heaven and in;EartR. . Verily I 
fay unto you, that you are ſinful Wretches, 
and have gone out of the way, and have mii- 
led the People of the Lord you pretended were 
committed to your Care, for they, and only 
S5 * they that conform their Lives to the Laws of 
2 Chriſt, and truly teach the People his Lis, Ire 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, and the Succeſſors bf + 
ke Apoſtles, and that in the end you will ſure- 
** ly find. Ad this will quadrate with the Attri- 
butes of G: God is able out of theſe Stones 
to raiſe up Chriſt has told 
us, gli hole who. do the Will of his Father 
We is in 97 are his 8 and kun 
and Brothers and Er 
the Succel lors 
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